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AN EXCURSION

INTO

BETHLEHEM, NAZARETH, &ec.

A DVANCED a5 6ur country is, in its set-
tlements and improvements, our curiosity often
tempts us to make excursions among those
who have progressed farthest towards the estab-
lishment of order and prosperity.

In the middle States, the towns and planta-
tions, formed by the Christian Society, called
the United Brethren, in the State of Pennsyl-
vania, have obtained great celebrity.

The principal of these, and a specimen of
the whole, are in Bethlechem and Nazareth,
about fifty-two miles from Philadelphia, and
eighty from New-York.

In summer, these places are visited, by the
mhabitants of these two last cities, and {rom
the other States, for the healthiness of their
air and the agreeable and novel scenes which
are exhibited.

A The
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The writer of this embraced an opportunity,
in the month of September 1799, to indulge
wishes of long continuance, to see what has
been the subject of much conversation, within
his hearing, for many years. He passed to
those settlements from New-York, through the
flourishing and beautiful town of Newark, and
the fertile country along the road through
Springfield, in the county of Essex, Millstone
in the county of Somerset, and Newtown and
Frankford, west of the river Delaware in Penn-
sylvania.

The road on that route, from New-York
to Philadelphia, is now travelled by a stage,
with great ease and despatch. The soil, and
champaign form of the country, are peculiarly
calculated for agreeable excursions, at all sea-
sons of the year. Itis about fifteen miles north-
west of the former road to Philadelphia, from
New-York, by the way of -Elizabeth-Town,
Brunswick, Princeton and Trenton.

Avoiding the heavy and somctimes dusty
roads on that route, this afforded also a jour-
ney, free from the confusion of large towns,
and presented an opportunity to obtain a more
varied scene, to and from Bethlehem and
Nazareth. :

Except the large, clegant and flourishing
country town of Newark, the scttlements
where the inhabitants dwell more compactly
together, were only small villages, with whim-
sical names.

Newark, is upon the grounds which border
upon the extensive salt-marshes or meadows,

between

BETHLEHEM, ke 3

between that place and Powles Hook, through
which the rivers Passaick and Hackensack have
their course,

Over these are two bridges, which give fa-
cility and dispatch to travelling. A large strect
about two miles long, and two narrower,
which are parallel, and a few which cross
both, are lined with handsome well built houses,
shaded and decorated with trees.  Court-yards
in front, and the gardens and orchards in the
rear, united with the public buildings, give
a romantic picturc. Wealth and industl‘)’ are
here combined, to form one of the largest towns
in New-Jersey, and one of the most elegant in
the United States.

At the end of the broad street, or plain, in
a very conspicuous place, stands the Episcopal
Church. It is well built, of stone, and adorn-
ed with an handseme spire, which has been
lately erected in lieu of one of an antique ap-
pearance, which had decayed and was taken
down to give place to one of a more modern
style.  'When a repair takes place within also,
this will be an edifice, worthy of its design and
becoming its situation. A row of trees are in
front, which form a walk, and give variety to
the ornaments about this plain.

In the rear, is the residence of the Bishop-
Elect—an old fashionéd frame house, with
large trees in front, which conspire to give
greater venerableness to the dwelling of the
worthy possessor. The Presbyterian meeting-
house is a new stone building, on the street,
contiguous to one erected and improved for ths

purpose
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purpose formerly, which is converted into
a court-house. The academy is a large brick
building, and contains school rooms and a num-
ber of students, who board in the neighbouring
families. In the third story is the masons’ hall,
constructed in a new and admired form. That
ancient and honourable fraternity fostered the
institution, and obtained the privilege of form-
ing a lodge-room, under the same roof. Ma-
sonry has thus united its institutions, with
those of learning, according to the principles
and noble design of the order.

This town is on the roads which lead north,
towards Aquackanack and the settlements and
falls on the Second River—west, to the counties
of Morris and Sussex, and south, towards
Philadelphia. Great attention is paid to the
raising of fruit in this neighbourhood. It excels
in the quantity, quality and flavor of its cider
and apples. Other fruits grow in abundance,
of several kinds in great perfection. The hills,
of a moderate height, west of the town, give
varied prospects in every direction.

The farms and settlements from thence, are
in good repair, and under high cultivation.
Newtown, on the west side of the Delaware,
is built of stone, and is not unpleasant in its
dppearance—several large and valuable build-
ings are here. :

The prevalence of the epidemic, called the
yellow fever, prevented the spending of any
considerable time in Philadelphia. It was
proper to exchange it, at that season, for a
more healthy region. 7This was obtained lm

the
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the county of Northampton, as well as on the
road thither.

Germantown is the most considerable set-
tlement, It begins about six miles from Phil-
adelphia, and forms one continued, and very
compact street of stone houses, for several
miles. The road is muddy and dusty, when
rains or droughts prevail.

The houses in Germantown, are very univer-
sally shaded with weeping willows, the Lom-
bardy poplar, and other ornamental trees.
The gardens are under excellent cultivation,
with valuable fields in their rear. Their churches
are strong—oplain structures of stone, in good
repair, as are the houses universally.

No obscure cottages, the retreats of poverty
and misfortune, or the haunts of vice and indo-
lence, are exhibited. The inhabitants are in-
dustrious, rich and happy. That elegant man-
sion, called Chew’s house, a noble stone build-
ing, at a small distance, in the rear of a large
area in its front, and decorated with trees, can-
not be passed without notice. It is more re-
markable, as it was a place, during the last war,
where a very serious conflict took place, be-
tween the British and Americans. Chesnut-
Hill, and White Marsh also, brought to recol-
lection the events of part of the war, when the
American army possessed those places, while
they surrounded the enemy within the city.
Some of the breastworks appear, which were
cast up at that time,

As the German husbandmen seek the conve-
nicnces of meadows and water, before they ercct

ARG their
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their houses, and then build in the most com-
modious places, where these can be obtained;
the houses of the inhabitants do not appear so
frequently on the road side, as in the northern
states., These are skirted with woods and or-
chards, as soil and heights present for the pre-
servation of the first and planting of the second.

The town of Bethlehem is approached
through a large wood, and we beheld it, with
agreeable surprise, at some distance, upon the
summit and slope of high grounds, which are
formed parallel to two neighbouring rivers or
streams.

The bridge across the Lehigh, being out of

repair, it was needful to pass the ford, which is,

safe and easy.

The flat grounds open a way to the hill,
which is ascended by two principal streets, the
road being adorned by trees.

A large and acceptable inn was rcached be-
fore the setting of the sun, and an interesting
chain of objects presented to call forth curiosity
and inquiry, on our part.

A venerable man, one of the fathers of this
town, is devoted chicfly to attendance upon
strangers, that the hours of business among the
inhabitants, may not be unnecessarily disturbed
by visitants, or the stranger be under undue
restraint and embarrassments, for want of a
gnide, who would give full indulgence to a
prudent curiosity.

He afforded us an opportunity to deliver
letters in our possession, for the minister and

others
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others, and attended us, to the evening devo-
tions, in the chapel.

The views of this place, which are exhibit-
ed by the pencil, in every part of the states,
afford too correct ideas of Bethlehem, for a
stranger to be long ignorant, of the design of
the different public buildings, and to whose uses
they are devoted.

This inn is a stone building, with four
large rooms on the first, second and third floors.
Those on the second and third floors, are in
part subdivided into two small, and one large
room. In this way, parties or gentlemen with
scrvants, are accommodated, almost as sepa-
rate families.  Fifty persons may be quartered
here conveniently.

The orchards, gardens and stables, are well -
adapted for the accommodation of visitors. A
traveller was here with a singular animal, for
exhibition. He said it came from Moscow in
Russia, and he had passed with it, through
most parts of the Northern Provinces and
States. He had but lately returnéd from Can-
ada, having visited Quebec, Montreal and
Kingston. The weight of this quadruped
was eleven hundred pounds. Its proprietor
supposed it to be the same species, which is
described in the fourteenth chapter of the book
of Deuteronomy, as the Pygarg. It partakes
of part of the likeness of the ox, bear, mule,
and goat, is black like the bear, and possesses
such strength, as to be able to iift and overturn
a horse, with his head. The horns are short.
One of these with the jaw, eye, and shoulder-

bones
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bones of one side, are lower than the other.
Her face, belly and legs, are covered with long
hair. The hoof is parted. The beard is like
that of the goat. It feeds upon hay and grass,
is fatted by oats, and chews the cud. Itisa
perfect resemblance, to the representations,
which naturalists present of the Bison, in
prints. A similar animal is to be seen in the
museum of Mr. Peale in Philadelphia, which
he supposes to be the female Buffalo of North
America, and as naturalists declare that the
wild animals of Europe and America bear a
great similarity to each other, it is not im-
probabie, that this may be a native of Russia.
Mr. Thomas indulged us with his com-
pany, around the village. This benevolent at-
tendant upon visitors, is possessed of a large
share of that primeval simplicity which be-
comes an Israelite indeed. He is saluted with
the smile, and soft word of affection, under
the parental title of Daddyv. The morning
after our arrival, he introduced me to the
Bishop, an aged grave personage of great suav-
ity of manners—such as embellish a father
in the church, and become that primitive,
sincere christianity, which is professed by this
society. Assuming no pomp, he appears to
live only to do good, and make others happy.
His residence is in the congregational house,
devoted to the clergy and united to the chapel.
Being a widower, his daughter is mistress of
his family. His answers, to enquirics, were
made with frankness and very acceptably.
These related to the foundation, principles
anc
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and economy of the brethren, and the general
state of their affairs throughout America. The
history of the original of their society,—its re-
newal or restoration, under the patronage of
Count Zinzendorf, and their former connec-
tion with Mr. Whitefield, he particularly enu-
merated.,

It appears, that this is a branch of the
Greek Church, which has preserved the EPis- :
coTaI succession with care and circumspection,
holding an union with their synods abroad.
Three Bishops reside in the United States.
This person’s name is Ettwine. He attended
a synod in Europe, his wife dying in his
absence.

Obtaining permission to visit him, when-
ever his time would permit, we parted. Not
however, before he had favored us with a view
of the chapel, and a contiguous hall. The
first, is a plain arched room, furnished with
paintings upon canvas, between the windows.
These present the most distinguished events in
the history of our Lord—beginning, with the
visitation of the Angel to Mary, and the na-
tivity, and ending with the crucifixion, resur-
rection and ascension. In these representations,
the order of the paintings are in unison with the
arrangements of the portions of the gospels,
selected by the churches of England, Rome
and the Lutherans, for sundays.

The scats for the attendants are moveable
and divided into two parcels—one, for the
men, and another for the women. No pomp,
no display of pride, ostentation or wealth are
attempted. An
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An organ is in the gallery; and other in-
struments of music, are often joined with it on
festivals.

The second apartment, into which the
Bishop attended us, was a hall adorned with
portraits of the half length of count Zinzen-
dorf, and about twenty of the most distinguish-
ed ministers and missionaries of this fraternity,
who have served among them, from their first
establishment in America.

Portraits of some of the wives of these de-
ceased ministers, who have attended them in
their missions, are also scen in this hall.

From these scenes we passed into the house,
devoted to the single sisters. One of them,
being called, to attend us, we saw this habita-
tion, and obtained information from her, upon
their ecclesiastical afiairs,

The kitchen is so conveniently constructed,
that two women may cook provision for one
hundred and thirty persons.

They have rooms, in this sisters house, of
about twenty feet square, in which six or
eight women, make their residence by day.
The employments of spinning and reeling of
cotton, embroidery, painting and schooling, are
in separate rooms.

In the needle work they excel, in figure and-

shades, both with silk and cotton.

The chapel of this choir has an organ and
several pieces of instrumental music, which
are played upon by the sisterhood, at their de-
votions.

Indeed

po——— .
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Indeed, in almost every room, we saw some
musical instrument—an organ, harpsichord or
forte-piano.  These are in many private fami-
lies, n this settlement and other villages.

Devotions are attended every morning—An
cldress presides and officiates. ~ She sometimes
delivers a lecture upon piety and morals,

We were permitted to see the dormitory, in
which forty of these women sleep in an upper
story. This is a large, lofty, airy room, with
a lamp suspended in the centre, which burns
during the night ; over it, is a ventilator in the
wall, which causes the circulation of fresh air.

Before we left this house we visited a room
called the store, in which are deposited upon
shelves, and in drawers, large collections of the
specimens of female industry, which they con.
stantly vend.

Our design was to have seen the female
school, erected for, and devoted to, the ine
struction of children from other parts of the
States, and the West-India islands, with the
girls of the fraternity, who are of the same
age.  But, the accustomed hour for this privie
lege, had not arrived, and the friendly attend-
ant took me to the great reservoir or conduit,
which reeeives the water from the machinery,
at the bottom of the hill, and conveys it by
pipes, under ground, to many public places.

In abuilding formed as a pyramid, about
fifty feet in height, we saw tEc pipes, which
convey water to the tavern, the Congregation,
Sisters, Widows, Brothers, and several other
houses. We ascended by ladders, to the upper

part



12 = AN EXCURSION INTO

part of this edifice, and saw the summit, to
which the water was and might yet be conveyed.
The constant current prevents freezing in
winter, although so small a quantity is exposed
to the air. .

From hence we went to the common schools
for the boys, who are under the care of masters,
in a house adjoining to that of the brothers.

These chifdren are taught reading, writing,
arithmetic and accounts, as well as the cate-
chism, and music connected with religion and
devotion. .

~ Our next visit was to the brothers house,

'Which is but a counter-part to that of the sis-
~ters.  Its hall for prayers, apartments for

tradesmen, and a dormitory are in the differ-
ent stories of this building. They have their
meals together, in general. Some take their
dinners only at the common table. Apprentices
frequently board with their masters in town.
They all ‘sleep in the eommon dormitory, and

every one in a separate bed.

Their morning and evening devotions are
under the direction of a single brother, a cler-
gyman. The office of warden, and that of
this clergyman, are sometimes united in one
person, when the number of inhabitants in such

* houses is small, as is at present in Bethlehem,

Nazareth and Litiz.

The number of single men, or brethren, is
now very small, compared with former times.
All boys from the age of twelve are to reside
here, as well as all the unmarried men, unless

' the

.
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the circumstances of a parent require the pres.
ence of his children. |

From the walk on the top of this house, we
were entertained with a view of the gardens,
neighbouring fields, mountains, and the rivers
Lehigh and Manakasy. The mountain is in
the rear, descending gradually to the lower
grounds, and hcightening the view by its ver-
dure.

The variety of walks, rows of trees, and

the plenty with which the gardens and mea-
dows were stored, displayed taste, industry and
cconomy. To preserve the. banks, the coma
mon willow is planted, and not suffered to
grow to a great height.
_ The Manakasy is crossed by four bridges, for
the convenience of the gardens, and other pla-
ces, beside two others, o6ne above and another
below the road and gardens.

The sloping banks formed by nature, and the
walks by which we mount the hill, prepared by
. labor, join their varieties, to convert this fertile
- - spot into the appearance of a pleasure garden.

‘Great pains are taken, to assign a requisite

portion, for the culture of all who need. In
that which is near the widows house, are small
divisions, for family gardens, which are cultj.

vated as such.
Ina k‘plain gallery or summer-house, on the
side of this hill, ‘built for the shelter of the
children, who may be permitted to recreate
themselves in a rainy or sultry day, was an aged
missionary, busy in preserving certain seeds and
medicinal herbs.  Retired from the labors of
B his

o
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his function for many years, among the In-
dians of North America, he resides in part of
the congregation house, which is devoted with
other buildings to aged ministers. Our visit
led him, to resign his employment, and to give
a succinct view of the Moravian missions. We
parted, after I had obtained permission to visit
him, in his apartments.

The hour being convenient for visiting the
girls school, so much celebrated, a pleasing
groupe appeared in different rooms, under the
care of their tutresses, where they learn read-
ing, writing, arithmetic, embroidery, drawing
and music.

Since the applications to receive pupils from
abroad, have become so frequent and numer-
ous, 2 new building has been erected for their
use, upon a similar model, with the sisters house.
A small court yard, or grass plat, is between
these buildings.

In the rear of this, is another small enclosure,
which forms a broad grass walk and is skirted
on each side by beds devoted to flowers, which
the girls cultivate, as their own.

In the vicinity of the chapel is a corpse-
house, designed to receive the body previous to
sepulture, in order to relieve the poor, and
those whose houses are small, or when the
deceased fell a prey to some infectious disorder.
After this in suitable weather, it is attended
with great solemnity to a grave-yard, upon the
summit of a hill.

That neatness and decency which mark every

thing here, are conspicuous in the place of
burial

BETHLEHEM, &c. 15

burial. Ttis surrounded partly with astone wall,
towards the street, where it cannot be enlarged,
partly with a neat wooden fence, on those sides
where it may be extended from time to time.
The eraves are laid out in perfect order, and
each forms a flat hillock. The grave-stones
are about fourteen inches square, and present
only the name, age, and native country of the
persons, without any other monumental epi-
taphs or ornaments.  This stone lies upon the
grave. The departed members of the different
choirs or orders, are buried together in sepa-
rate rows. The funerals are attended with
great decorum.  The females are dressed in
white, and black is not worn as mourning.

- The remarks, which the reader may wish
for in this production, will be interspersed in
the same order, in which they occurred on this
visit. Indulged with the view of this variety
of objects, the hour of twelve, called us to
retive to the inn.

My guide, Mr. Thomas, brought for my
amusement Mr. Brailsfords’s experimental dis-
sertations, on the chemical and medical proper-
ties of the Nicotiana Tobaccum, of Linnzus,
commonly known by the name of Tobacco,
and the master of the inn furnished me with
Crantz’s history of the brethren, a view of the
missions, and the liturgy and hymn-book of
this society.

This disposition to oblige, has made Mr.
Thomas very dear to all, who are acquainted
with him. In the Bishop’s apartment, in the
brothers and sisters houses, in the schools, and

among
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among the inhabitants and strangers he is
saluted by all, with great respect and affection.
In the girls school in particular, he was re-
ceived with peculiar attention, by the in-

structresses and pupils. Upon the visits of

their parents, he escorts them, that they may
not pass the streets alone. This he punctually
observes in the evenings. The minister of
this place, * the Revd. Mr. Van Vleck overscea
these schools and examines their progress from
time to time. His wife, whom he married
in Germany, at the time, when he attended
a synod with the Bishop, assists also. She was
educatedsin a sisters house, in hernative coun-
try and is an amiable woman. Females train-
ed to the office of instructing, assist this wor-
thy couple in Bethlehem.

The cloistered life and single state of the
nuns in roman catholic countries, have been
subjects for many remarks. The institutions
here are not of that nature, as the women
marry, and the single sisters walk abroad, and
visit their friends and neighbours, when they
think proper. ‘This day, one of them, who
is an instructress, was at the inn, and took
part of the dessert after dinner.

A lady from Philadelphia, whose daughter
was at the school, had solicited this visit, at
the hour when the schools were not together.

These instructresses are treated with due
respect.  All females are educated by them,
but all do not leave their fathers houses and
families, to enter the sisters house as residents.
: In

* Now the Rev. Andrew Benade.

—y
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In forming matrimonial alliances, each have
seen the other, from their birth, on all public
occasions ;—As the village is not large, each
know the temper, character, relations and con-
nections of the other.

The sister who honored us with her visit,
was sensible, polite, modest and cntertaining.
A former pupil had now become a wife, and
her husband was one of the company. In one
of the schools, I recognized one of these sisters,
whom I had séen about three years before in
New-York, visiting one of her pupils, who
was married and was mistress ofl the house,
enjoving the company of her tutress. -

These incidents are detailed, to explain the
nature of the life of these women.

At onc end of the room, in which we saw
the portraits of Count Zinzendorf, the minis-
ters and missionaries, a painting on canvass is
hung, which presents, the divine Saviour in
the clouds, attended by angels, descending
from the superior regions, and surrounded
with the various converts among the heathen,
who were the first fruits of the Brethren’s
missions.

Some of these are represented as having
departed this life, others standing on the earth,
viewing the heavenly choir. It is picturesque
of the call to every nation, langnage and tongue,

to embrace the general salvation.

In the brothers house, was a youth of about
fourteen years of age, who had broke his leg.
He was accompanied by a man, who was far
advanced in life, and appeared to be there as a

B2 visitor.

THIS PAGE IS NUMBERED INCORRECTLY. THE PAGE NUMER SHOULD BE 17.
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visitor. The physician _or surgeon met us at
the head of the stairs. He was a gentleman

of those affable manners, which are observable-

among the whole body of the United Brethren,
and cultivated carefully by them. S

In the dormitory of the young men, is a
painted canvass or slate, which contains the
number of the respective beds.—Its use is to
mark the hour, in which any one wishes to
rise: The person who guards this room every
night, observes the notification, which is made
on this canvass or slate, and they are called
up accordingly. In this apartment some el-
der brother attends morning prayers with the
others.

Among the varied enjoyments of this settle-
ment, is a pleasant wailk on the banks of the
river Lehigh. Nature has furnished a shade,
by means of the trees, which grow near the
margin. But, this is improved by a row of
locust trees between them and the road or
walk.

Thus a thick shade is made for almost the
whole day. Seats are placed for rest, and to
enable the visitors to view the river at leisure.
An island also assists to give beauty and variety,
as well as to afford a retired bathing-place.
Not far from these seats and in full view is
a large bridge supported by piers of stone,
and some farm-houses on the opposite shore.
Canoes are stationed here, for conveying such
as wish to visit the island, which is frequently
done.

During

BETHLEHEM, &e. 19

During the excursion we made to this spot,
we met the tutresses of two schools, walking
with their pupils for the benefit of air and
exercise. Innocence, health and contentment
marked the countenances of these little bands.
The salutations of respect from every age and
sex are never omitted.

Necar the river is a large brew-house, the
wash-house, and bathing-room, devoted to the
female schools. This last is surrounded and
sheltered by trees in every direction.

No one goes into the water without suitable
bathing-clothes and attendants.

A clear stream, convenient shoal and bottom
render the place safe and useful.

At some distance in the rear, behind the
trees, is a distillery and saw-mill, whose works
are set in motion by the small stream of the
Manakasy.

The mechanism of these works is not pecu-
liar. The pump is set in motion by a small
water-wheel, at several rods distance, which
is connected with long wooden bars and small

sheeves. '

The logs are drawn by wheel-work to their
stations in the mill, in order to assist the work=-
men and prevent the usual manual labour, in
this part of the business.

On the edge of the hill retired from the
town, was a very large collection of bee-hives,
in a convenient situation, removed from the
neighbourhood of passengers, and amidst an
extensive range for their labours.

The
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The gardens we passed on our return to the
town, are plentifully stored with fruit and
vegetables, and the fields are covered with
grass. e ' i = M

Contiguous to the stables and of the
tavern, are the buildings under the direction

house and part of the stables, join the public

street; the stables appearing as an high stone

wall, having proper apertures for the circula.

tion of air. They shelter forty cows, who su

ply the inhabitants of the town with milt
is quantity is not sufficient, and more are

kept by the single sisters for the use of their -

- Water is conveyed into the kitchens, dair};--
room and barn-yard, by different pipes under
ground. So convenient is this for every pur-

pose, that littde time or trouble are requisite,

to obtain so important an article.

‘The milk-pans and butter stand in vessels,
which are placed in a large wooden vat, through
which fresh water constantly circulates.

Churning is performed with the aid of a
very cheap and simple machine, which moves
upon the same principles with the pendulum
of aclock. A weight is suspended by a small
wooden bar, fixed into a roller or axle above.
To this roller is affixed an arm of wood, at the
end of which is fastened the staff within the
churn.  The weight sets the churn in a regular
motion by the labour of one person. :

In winter and bad weather, the cows are
milked within the stables. a2

2 s The
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: 1hat it might be easily packed in casks for trans.
- portation, or an essence be extrzt:ted hy chem:cal

- The spring ;whmh furnishes the town is a

' hundred and ﬁwﬁﬁty-ﬁve fe%t, by forcing pumps,
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pemstocks, and whéel-wqus. The waters of
ﬂlm stream decrease yearly, as the country
s banks is cleared of wood, and as the settl,
near it, draw the waters from ity upmn their
‘meadows.
 In the Jst-n‘nll was a snmple but conveni
i*-spem;ea of whcelbarmw, for removing baga:
It is fixed upnn two small round blocks placed
at the end o : @f&ﬁb‘ﬁi six inch
 diameter. A smaﬂ'board in the form of
at the head of the lar ger wheelba:rows, is a 'g

-ﬁxcd to this axle, and sli
: "-i:"fiiﬁiﬁﬁ' wchin ,wh'ilﬁ‘*i‘f‘fests ina

then remwes it at }emm; v.uihmrt the in-

‘conveniences arising From lifting and shoulder.

Jing, and the consequent exertion of bodily

~strength.  The fulling mill is under the same

‘-ﬂiﬁ‘f and 1’&3 Wgter-wheel 1s contiguous to thgt
: e.

being: ﬁ:r;nshgd from

Tannel-s’ bark is | pulverwecf- wnnd‘b:mken by
~a machine, which is put in operation by water.
- It is delivered in such a state, from the works,

; EEBB. ,‘-

‘the foot of this hill, and inclosed within a small
stone vault or cellar. - It affords a redundancy
of water, which is raised to the height of one




B T P T

I 2% AN EXCURSION INTO

met two days before in the summer-house, He
gave us farther information concerning the
Indian tribes of North America. He was a
deacon, and had learned a mechanic art, which
he followed in his mission, that he might not
be chargeable to his flock or the society ; imita.
ting the example of the Apostle in his zeal and
industry. This good man informed us, that
the Indians at Muskingum were orderly in their
attention to religion and morality, and success.
ful as husbandmen. -

The minister or inspector favoured me with
a visit and explained the nature and plan of
female education, received in Bethlehem. Im.
proving and cultivating the head and heart, are

attended to as the first requisites. In due
subordination to piety, and morality, reading,

writing, arithmetic, drawing, embroidery and

music are taught. Dancing, visiting and sleep-

ing abroad, or having parties at the inn during
the visits of friends, are not agreeable to the
i-hs_‘%éeamr;oriiqammesses. .

/While the society of the brethren were few
in number, and a combination of labours and
interests were neediul to make settlements,
pProperty was held in common.

he rule is now broken down, in part, and

individuals may follow their private and sepa-
rate business, retain a station with the brother-
hood, and receive the benefits resulting from
the public property and public institutions, ac-
cording to known and established ruies. 1
Industry, enterprize and economy have the
. additional aid of the excellent education, the
youth

S AR P ST e i
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ich give them advantages,
_neighbouring settlements,
citizens and useful colo-

' "ett,ye_‘ y arises from various

ppear to be a prosperous.
i AenGorit; ty l’!
,_:f -ﬂ l“q‘ :' Pcém 11.‘ :

r in a greater or lesser degree
t from the cconomy established

Infirmity,
T is needful

ery quarter, and
: events, connected
welfare. It must also pre-

¢ serve
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- adventure upon untried and hazardous erran
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serve and enlarge the affectionate concern,
which a christian ought to cherish . towards
every branch of the church. Sure of affection,
confidence and support, both men and women

to plant the gospel, and civilize the untutored.
If extensive benevolence can add to human
joys, these people must possess a large share of
felicity, in connection with their designs and
proceedings. = ]
~ Seasons are appropriated to the reading of
letters and rcports, from ecvery part of the
world, in which they reside, in order to cul.
tivate a general regard for every branch of their
church. ;

These things are communicated to the wholc:l
body, and not to a few. In consequence for-
getfulness on one side, or ambition on the
other, may not easily pervert the concerns of
religion, for sinister designs on the part of a
few, or the imperiousness of an individual,

Three Bishops, belonging to this branch
of the Universal Church, reside in the States,

whose appointments are ratified by a synod
abroad. Three assist at a consecration, as the 1
general rule. But, upon emergencies, two
or one are sufficient. To provide against the
total deprivation of the episcopal office, b}-]
death or. other removals, two are generalli l
within the same country, as assistants to eac 1
other. In case of a total vacancy in the distant
countries, a new Bishop must be received from
Europe. ; g

. 2 The

»
o, - L .- - s - T J
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this was doing, the Bishop came in and took
his seat under the gallery, at the head of a
number of elderly men, some of whont had
been missionaries. This appeared to be the
only seat of distinction prepared for him and
the clergy. No throne, no mitre, no velvet
cushion or costly robe, designate this dignitary
or his brethren. The piety of their lives,
meckness of manners and condescending affi
bility, appear to inspire that confidence and
veneration, which enncble man and exalt re.
ligion. | Far removed from austerity, demure-
ness, or pomp, they exhibit no ostentation
superior sanctity ; and no,--.d-isglp'dsirion to gain
sway, except by doing good and commaunicating

> =

hﬂmﬁﬂ.-.&@_w@i@ﬂ and
christian principles.

We were placed as straﬂgers, on a similar.
seat next the wall, on the right hand of the

I'i'Dp.p ‘half of this chapel is devoted to men,
and the other to-women. Each choir or fra-.
ternity and sisterhood sit ‘together.  The chil-
~dren, both boyvs and girls, are placed in the
~ seats front of their respective sexes. |
. The minister immediatcly upon reaching
Ahis seat near a table, opposite the middle aisle,
gave out a psalm in German, line by line,
which was sung by the whole congregation,
He then read a chapter in German out of the
gospel, and a second hymn was sung, accom-
panied also by the organ, and the assembly was
dismissed with a benediction. The whole
congregation stood until the minister left the .
L chapel.
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which are in general use.

formed of tile and others are
- and part of tile. These | .

esteem on all accounts, as they are not so

liable to be injured, by putting in of wood,
by careless persons; the tiles upon the to 4
are so placed as to form a species of flue, in
perpendicular and horizontal forms, which
retains the heat while it circulates longer, and
heats a room more pleasantly and more durably,

than sheet iron.
This species of stove are attainable or may

be formed in all countries, where potters and
L common

brick-makers are to be found.
fire-place of brick might be made to advantage,
with the tile and flue in the form used upon
the stoves in Bethlehem

The figure impressed by a mould upon the

tile, the glazing by the potter, or dressing

with black lead, give it an ornamental ap-
pearance.

In Eumpg.‘-b;:tter:clay;. or rather the art of

workmen, have added ornament to use, and

this species of stove are made from the humblest
tile up to valuable porcelain.

of clay is going out of use.

- Since the improvements made in stoves this

In saying, that this is tao rapidly taking

place, a writer hazards an opinion, and expo-
ses himself to the remarks of the critic. The

warm air obtained by a clay, is more agreeable

than that by an iron stove.

In the buildings of the-pﬁt;er-, who makes
the tile for this stove, he was employed in

making '

YT T A T —_

 BETHLEHEM, %. e
‘ - ‘@fﬂiﬁ“'hmh are in great

C ans, and ought to bede;-w
%fg?aieo:rg:les.g The brass
) '},. in which this P.lpe--lls

“and des are simple.
:'Mﬁng .E?'tcc:f:_ton for the
, have made- good _progress,

i s washing and cloth-
i i,‘,',—éﬂg’;amoupg: to about
“seventy dollars per annum.
selected is appropria-
e girls. -Gfeati:m_ﬂ‘zmlﬂt:
observed in seleeting sui
1e multiplicity, who have
wdless variety within this
aching of religion is part
this place, we saw _the
&0 catechism
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catechism or compendium of the christian
trines which are taught. These consist of sh
statements of the received faith, upon gener:
and important points, followed by the most
tingu ';ﬁdiﬁéﬁé-?fqdﬁced—ﬁapmﬁfa.' e
In a country where universal toleration is
so fully, legally and piously established, and
where christian “eandour and charity ought to
prevail, the writer of this book need not ask
liberty or ‘make any apology, for a minute
detail of most or even all those things, con.
nected with the religion of the United Brethren,
which he metmthiin g them. His work he

expects will fall into the hands of other de.
nominations ; he writes chiefly for their benefit
and information. The Tites, ceremonies, and
customs, of every branch of the christian
church afford subjects for reflection and im-
provement, i

hapel, and had an opportunity carefully to ob.
rve the mode of wao %ﬂw at{én‘d to
what was uttered iﬂ-E—ngﬁ‘s’ Pt i i

- Divine service began at nine o’clock. The
members of the society and different choirs. |
were present, and intheir respective scats |
'ﬁwfdfﬂg to their ages, sexes and stations,
According to an unvaried practice the otganist -
played a voluntary previous to the arrival of
the minister, and beginning with their church
My R S g ey o

This t"ofr’q_‘%;ﬂiﬂni‘“‘ of devotions, is not un-
like that of the English Church, but bears a

posed

AR whils,
s distinguished the

and & psalm ;
he love of our
other psalm. -
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hymn, a prayer, sermon, psalm and benedic.

ous to the wall, and the organist is seated i

Jesus Christ, selected from the four Evangelists,

arerea@., and when they end, the epistles,

whm]; were in German. The order was a

On the way to this service, we saw sever
aged missionari_es, who had retired to this place
of rest from their labours as clergymen. s

The uniform white dress of the women, re.
minded us of the white robed choirs in a better
world. This habit tends to exclude pride, emu.
lation and expence in dress, and leaves for works
of charity and the accumulation of Jroperty, ng
inconsiderable sum. : il e

- The organ in the gallery, is placed conti .

the front, with the keys belore him, and his
face towards the congregation.  The wires and
communications with the pipes pass under his
feet, secured by the platfgrm, which elevates
him a few inches, e
- This society observe the accustomed festivals
and solemn days of the church,
- Certain meetings are peculiarly sct apart for

reading a lesson out of the bible. ~ From Christ-
mas to Easter, the acts of our Lord and Saviour
are generally read in the several mectings in.
each week, and the harmony of the Evangelists
1s concluded by Easter.  ° ' S
From Whitsuntide, the acts of the Apostles.
The psalms and writings of the Prophets arc
read in the remainin part of the year. 3
These are ganerj rules, and seldom mate.
rially varied. ¢ In most of the congregations
. _ “in
F

®
’ e

ey 3 e Ll
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)

: : : e
On this occasion he became acquainted with

“with whom he also conferred concerning the
brethren there. Some of these gentlemen were
associates of Dr, Bray, who by his last will
and testament, had made provision for the
- conversion of the negroes in Carolina. These

L giéhﬁemen solicited the Count to send Misd
sionaries there. His objection was, that the
church of England would not acknowledge the
brethren as duly ordained. Deputies were sent
to the Arch-Bishop, who gave them this answe:
¢ That the Moravian Brethren were an apos.
tolical and episcopal church not sustaining

ticles of the church of England. That they
therefore could not with propriety, nor ought
to be hindered from preaching the gospel among :
" the heathen.” Y
~ On the 20th day of June 1737, the Count
after previous examination, received by the
hands of the eldest Antistes of the Polish branch,

Bisholl: of the renewed Moravian branch, David
Nitschmann, and with the concurrence and
blessing of the Senior, Sitkovius of Lissa, the |
episcopal ordination ; the instrument in- tes.
timony of which was executed on the 24th day |
of June and is preserved, S & |

- Doctor Potter, the Arch-Bishop of Canter-
- bury, who stiles the episcopacy of the Brethren |
¢ sacred and justly celebrated,” congratulated |

. him upon the event, promising his love, .af-j
fection and utmost assistance, to * this church

of
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As to that part of the present church of he
Brethren, known by the name of the Unitas
Fratrum, this has not been unknown to the
divines in England, at and since its removal t&
Herrnhut.

The late Arch-Bishop Potter said, ¢ thab
no Engllahman, who had any notion ﬂf Eccle.
siastical history, could doubt of their Eplampal

succession.”

The committee of the Associates of the 1ate;
Dr. Bray, for propagating christianity among

- the negroes, delivered the following report, ata
meeting held on the 7th day of March 1736-7.

“ Read. A report from the committee ap-
pointed to wait upon his Grace the Arch-Bishop
of Canterbury, then elect, to desire his opinion
concerning the church of the Moravian Bre-
thren, till now at Herrnhut, and to know whe-
ther any thing in their doctrines was so far
repugnant to those of the church of England,
as to make it improper to employ some of the |
Brethren._. in instructing the negroes in chris.

?” which opinion was:—* That he had .
long een acquainted by books, with the Mora.
vian Brethren, and that they were Apostolical
and Ep'-:scopal, not sustaining any doctrines re.

t to the thmg'-mne articles of the church
of ngland, and he was confirmed in these

~ sentiments of them, by the conferences he had
lately had, with Count Zinzendorf, one of the
Brethren, and director of the church of the
Moravians.”
Similar testimonials of their having pre-
served the Episcopal succession, are exhibited
in

"
D N ™
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|
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Moravians, make sixty-seven. In which are
_many eminent, learned, pious and dlsunguish d
" men. :
At Prague is a church called Bethlelmui
Church, erected purely for preaching he
Bohemian tongue, in which John Huss beg&ﬁ
to preach. One called by the same name, was
built in Berlin, under the sanction and aid of the
king, and other persons of rank and fortune.
Bethlehem in Pennsylvania, began to be a
settlement in March 1741 ; about the end of
that year Count Zinzendorf visited this place.
A small house and stable were finished, but
the congregation-house was not habitable. The
festival of Christmas was therefare celebrated
in the stable, which gave occasion for calling
this place Bethlehem. This, with the settle-
ment of Nazareth, have been increased by
“colonies from Europe, and become the seat
and centre of the extensive missions and
emigrations of the ‘Brethren on th;a side of the
Aﬂantlc. i g |
Assistants were sent to them fmm abroad,
as they cxtended, and were cnabled to ﬁnd ]
teachers for the other settlements, Great ate
tention was paid by them, to the neighbour-
ing Indians, who lived around them, and upon
the banks of the Susquehannah. No difficultics
or hardships of the wilderness discouraged or
disheartened them. They conformed to the
hard life of the Indians, and passed many nights
successively in the woods, among snakes, bears
and panthers. They lea:med the language,
: and

: ﬁ:ej?;-::@m -_._They were not
ﬂ.umgemmts and difficulties, which
. the white people. So far did
ced, that "'epresentatmn was
: d. And through
pneter of Pennsylvama '
these di culties. ivere

L and
_m,tanishm “the public,
5 one thoua_an& Indmns a:;nld
e the

_days at
A number of ladies

the Bahama Islands,
a, New Jersey, New
of the states, and they
. which had been pro-
: of rains which fell at that
azareth. It is about ten
chem. The intermediate
very fertile or pleasant. A

ed road, passes through the
farms. Part of the road
% Tuns
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- The recitation-hall is large and hung with maps,
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runs through a tract of land, which is excly
sively called the Dry Land, on account of its
want of any creeks, rivulets or springs al
ground. It is however well settled; the in.
habitants bring water for common use, from
the nearest spring or brook. This is often at
the distance of one, and even two and th
miles. Of late however, prudent and able
scttlers, have begun to dig wells, whereby the
value of their lands is considerably, enhanced.

A good tavern is erccted for the reception
of travellers, as we enter this town or village
of Nazareth. The day was not so far spent,
but that time was afforded to visit the President
or Inspector of the Pedagogium, or Nazare h
school. He was occupied at the time, and a
tutor became my company in a large recitation.
hall, which is near the ; i %% _
other apartments. The pupils and instructors
are all stationed and boarded in this mansion,

and some historic scripture paintings. At the
hour for evening devotions we visited the
chapel, which is formed in the lower or first
story, of this building. The schools and rooms
for the inhabitants being on the second and
third floor. 1
This chapel is large and lofty, supported by
four octagon pillars and furnished with seats,
which hold the visitors, in the same order as
in Bethlehem. : \

In front of the President’s or minister’s :
chair and table is a large organ within a pew,
which surrounds it, and is erected for mu:
sicians. * & The

R
distance, beyond
surround this set-
Pmﬁpqﬂtﬂ-‘ . Th¢

 streets, Oma‘.ﬂleht’ :
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it,—but, a disagmemenf arose between

bation, of which he was tenacious, and he s
the land and house to the Brethren. g
It had advanced to the second story and the
Brethren finished it. X
In front is a large grass-plat, surrounded with
trees, and at a small distance remains in pos

session of an honest tradesman the small block
or long house, erccted first on the farm. The
large building is occupied by widows and other
families. A

Across the fields at a small distance, is a
cluster of houses, possessed by farmers a
tradesmen. In one of the buildings is a chapd
for devotions, and a dwelling for the minister,
according to their very general custom. ]

The steward attended me to these places,
after morning prayers and meeting, at which.
the Inspector or Principal delivered a Very exe
cllent discourse to the children and youth upon.

- From the hall we went to the recitation-room
and Inspcctor’s study. . i 3
A considerable collection of fossils, shells

and birds, who were natives of America, are
to be seen with other curiosities in a museum,
This in time will be large, as the missionaries
are busy in collecting ard sending every thing
that is rare from every quarter. :
The birds and some animals, were pres
served by a late tutor in this house. The eagle
makes a distinguished figure in this collection.
: - g Here

—

n every direc-

tion.
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tion. A walk and cupola, which is finishe
with Venctian blinds, enabled us to 5
these objects at leisure and in safety, 3
From thence we went to the garden whig
is appropriate to the scholars, a spot grealy
admired. . : "o
- It is upon the slope of a hill, at the foot of
- which is the spring from which this town i
furnished with water by pipes. It is impossible
to give an adequate idea by writing of this
Pleasing enclosure and its contents devoted to
Juvenile fancy, industry and study. :

~ The strait and circular walks, the windings
up the hill, the falling gardens ascended by
steps, the banks, summer-houses, seats, tre
herbs, fiuits, vegetables and flowers are seen
In great variety. o

Most of the American forest trees and many
exotic plants arc here. It is an clegant garden
n miniature, :

Undoubtedly they are indebted in part, t
the plans presented by the pencils of their pre.
ceptors, who have visited the public gardens
and country-seats in Europe. Tt'is an assem.
blage of objects, rarely to be found in such
order, taste and variety in North America.

In it youth must obtain a considerable
knowledge of farming, gardening, botany and
the trees which may be found and reared in

is country, .

The Pedagogium and town are seen from

this place. In the rear is an orchard defended
by a grove. ' : !
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in Salem, North Carolina. The ball was made
of copper of the diameter of about three
Other ornaments made of iron and c
and gilded for this edifice were preparing by
him. U
A site remains in one corner of the squ
for a brothers house, upon a more enla
lan, than the present, which is a co
dwelling two stories high. The young ma
are occupied in trades and on farms. 4
In the school many branches of literature
taught, in order to qualify the pupils for
ful, honourable and literary stations. _
The revenues are not competent for main
taining professcrs to teach all the sciences.
Many valuable men have received the m
iments of their education here. The instits
tion is not devoted to teaching politics, as thest
people do not embark in war. =
Disapproving of preaching against other pre.
fessors of christianity, they take heed not w
offend in word or deed, by rude or familiar
observations. : e ?
In the afternoon, one of the tutors, a Gen
man gentleman, attended me, to Sheneck, about
a mile from Nazareth, on the road towards the
_Susquehannah settlements.  This village com
sists of farmers and tradesmen who reside near
a chapel and congregation-house. :
'The minister is the schoolmaster, he had no
long since, resided in the single brethren’s
house at Bethlehem, in the station of clergy-
man, and did the business of warden several
years, before he married.  He had lately been
fixed with this congregation
- 3 After

4

y and recreation deprived us
he was obliged to return to -

wed me the neighbouring
hts, and the blue hills, a
jout six miles north west.
izareth we saw two
r coal. They
 of twelve feet,
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The heights eshibit many distant land-
marks, which point out the roads and openings
into distant parts of the States, and to the

towns of Hope in New Jersey, and Easton in

Pennsylvania.
The hills mark the currents of the rivers
Lehigh and Delaware.

The good success which has attended the

efforts to form schools and places for education
in Bethlehem, Nazareth, and the parishes and
farms in possession of the Brethren, is con-
spicuous. The neighbouring settlers are not
so careful,

Influential men in the legislature of Penn.

sylvania, have endeavoured to erect schools

universally, through that state, but the desired
success has not attended their laudable efforts.
The Brethren as a religious society, have pre-
vented the necessity of legislative interference
as to them.

Having seen the economy of the larger set.
tlements, I visited the farms called Gnaden-
thal and Christianbrunn, about two miles from
Nazareth.

The first contains about six hundred acres;

one hundred of which are meadow or mowing-

grounds. It maintains forty cows, forty oxen
and ten horses. But the oxen are not yoked
in the draught. Attempts have been made to
introduce them to team and plough labours;

but the prejudices of education, attachment to

the customs of Europe, and want of acquaint-
ance with the mode of breaking oxen to the
yoke, has hitherto foiled the wishes of those

who
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who are convinced of the superior advantages
arising from using them in the labours of the
farmer. The horses are remarkably large and
strong through' these countries, and they have
a good breed of cows.

éAs this is public property, the farmer and
other labourers receive wages. - He resides in
alarge house, under the same roof with other
families, and i3 a married man. The stables
and barns are very commodious. Here is a
large room for devotions, and a bell, to collect
the inhabitants together. The inhabitants of

and other festivals at Nazareth.
Water is conveyed to the

house and barn-yard by pipes.
The lands are frequently manured with the

- both farms, attend public *wors?p on sundays

itchen, milk.

plaister of Paris, which is transported hither

from Philadelphia, They also tread out the
wheat.

It is supposed that it would enlarge the an-
nual income of this farm one hundred pounds,
were oxen used in the draught; but many of
the country people conceive it to be disgraceful
to put them to labour.

This to New-England men is surprising.
In their emigrations, they travel through these
settlements with their teams. Large droves of
neat cattle pass this way, from the countries

cultivated in the state of New-York, by the

scttlers from New-England, on their road to
market in Philadelphia. But notwithstanding
these specimens of so lucrative a part of hus-

-'bandry, the Germans will not resign their

horses.
Christianbrunn,
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Christianbrunn, or Christi ing, i
y ristianspring, is called
after a son of Count Zinzendorf, w 105& name |

was Christian.
The spring rises at the bottom of a large

stone vault or well, about ten feet deep, to

which is a descent by steps. Th i
which issues forms a small pbrouk, ::n::‘I:l u]:?anst;etys |
through a neighbouring cellar, milk-house, dis-

cach other. A grist-mill js in the i

¢ t . row, which

;}s S€t in motion by a small creek, which is a

: l:a;;ch of thef‘\l;lanakasy, and is sometimes dr]‘:
summer. 1hese waters uniting pa

the neighbouring meadows, S
In the milk-house large

are set in this running spring-water, b I
the dairy-woman finds mut;lif-arh':,lr:tag)'ye.W hi;fs]

this joins the waters of the Manakasy, trouts

;lv:lnl-:e.somcumes s€en swimming in ﬂ’is. milk-
Spring-houses are very frequent in Penn.
sylvania, whereevera spring is sufficiently near
to the farm-house, for the purpose ; and it is
Surprising, it is not introduced into New-Ene.
Tand, where so many cool springs and strmni
rise and circulate in such variety from hills
and through every farm in their country. ’
“These farms of Gnadenthal and Christian.
Spring, are not an half mile distant froni each
other.. They are surrounded with orchards
and arable land, defended and skirted by woods
and the roads hither are good. '

Returning

ous pans made by th
potter, and containing about eight quaf*ts };:at:l:: '
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Returning from these places I visited the
Inspector of the Pedagogium again, and ob-
tained further information as to the course of
education.

No office of goodness or condescension is
supposed to be beneath the attentiom of any
member of the Brethren’s society. In the
Pedagogium, after the clothes are washed, they
are returned to the lady of the Inspector, who
as a mother to the -whole, delivers to each lad
his own. This good woman attends also, with

. the same condescension, to the distribution of

the fruit raised in the den of the school.
It is never touched until it is ripe. If any falls,
or is collected at the propet season, it is brought
to her, and she apportions it to each pupil.
Thus they enjoy the benefit of their own la-
bours, and are taught to abstain from eating
unripe fruit, from unmanly pillaging and a due
respect for those who may succeed them in
this place.

Before my return to Bethlehem, I visited
Easton, seven miles from Nazareth, on the
banks of the Delaware. ;

This is a beautiful town, built of lime-stone,
laid out in regular streets, containing a centre-
square. It is not seen at any considerable dis-
tance, as we gpproach it, and it stands near the
banks of the river Delaware.

A convenient plain, ascended on three sides,
forms a commodious site for this town. Na-
ture has furnished it with many ornaments
which art and time will improve to great ad-
vantage, and afford one of the most pleasant
-' E2 interior
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interior towns in the United States. S
hills of varied forms and dimensions, connegt.
ed with perpendicular clifts,—the falls of wate
made by a small river which empties itself intg
the Delaware, and the union of the waters an(d
hills of the Lehigh, present a multiplicity
entertaining scenes. The advantages as
business are very considerable, from its station
near these waters, amidst a fertile country angd
on great roads. . : .
A regular stage visits it twice a week from
Philadelphia, and a plan is on foot to unite one.
of the lines of stages from New-York to Phila.
delphia, with another, which shall convey pas-
sengers from New-York and ‘N ew-Jersey, to
Easton, Bethlchem and Nazareth, ,
" In the centre of the square in Faston is g
court-house built upon an uncommon model
of stone ; and not far distant is a large German
church of modern architecture, furnished with
a good organ,
This place is about twelve miles from Beth-

lehem.

On another quarter from this place and west
of Bethlchem is Allentown. 1

The road to this last town or village was
good, and chiefly through woods, which formed
agreeable shades. i

The Lehigh is often exhibited amidst the
hills in its serpentine course, and is passed by
a rope-ferry, where it intersects the road,
Allentown stands upon an hill, and makes 3 ,
good appearance as it is approached. The
views from it are agreeable. It contains a

Lutheran
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e which are built of stone, as are the

t-lines and cross each other.
We pass the river Jordan, over a strong

¢ Lehigh, as we go to Emmaus—a small
ge about eight miles from Hethl-el}e.m, in-
ted by the United Brethren. It is situated
far from the foot of a mountain and con-
out twenty dwelling-houses. The con-
onal-house, united with the chapel, is
¢d by a minister. In the chapel is an
And the minister is also the school-

public property as in Bethlehem and
arcth. :

n original settler, a Brother, gave one hun-
Eud%}ﬁrty acr,es’ of land to the Brethren
ne support of the minister and school at
this place, was one of those accommoda-
r thelodging of a married couple, ‘which
0 much conversation. Perhaps it may
amiss to indulge the curiosity of such,
e very solicitous to be informed upon
what is the reason for this uncom-
ice, and what the practice is, that
such as visit Bethlechem and Naza-
spare the inhabitants, from needless
, sometimes bordering upon imper-

According

: -riu; and Presl:‘n-yteriﬂn German meeting- -

es in general. The streets are laid out in

i £
i - A ey e na
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bridge, as we enter this town, and the

e steward is an old man, and the store-
er also superintends the tavern.  But these
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Passing out of the chapel, the Bishop met
us at the door, and explained the nature of the
day and festival. Such decorum, innocence
and aflection, as these entertainments exhibit
are superior to the most refined inventions of
the present day to diffuse substantial joy and
happiness. The grave and considerate cannot
contemplate the effect or consider the design
without approving of both. Y

Towards the evening the little groups were
seen taking their accustomed walks through the
gardens and along the river. )

Rectired from the noise, throng, gaze and
immoralities of commercial cities, these reli-
gious and rural scencs are highly becoming and
beneficial. L.

Similar festivals are observed by the married
persons, widows, single brethren and single
sisters, at stated periods; most commonly br,-
fore the administration of the Lord’s supper.

The holy communion is administered once in
four weeks, on the evening of the sabbath,
where it is possible. But such as cannot be
present at that time, reccive it on sunday
morning.

The officiating ministers are clothed in white
on this occasion, in a robe similar to the sur
plice.  The elements are delivered to the
communicants in the seats, and the bread is.
retained in the hands of every ‘person, until
each has received it. It is then eat or con-
sumed by all at the same instant. The conse-
crator repeating the words “ Eat, this is my
body, which is given for you.” :

-

T &
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The ancient rite of washing the feet, is also
eserved and administered among the com.
umcnnts at certain times, This in obedience
to the injunction of our Lord in the thirteenth
chapter of St John, ¢ Ye ought to wash one
a ,_thers feet,”

- This is performed within the halls of the
separate choirs, among themselves. During
time, the minister sings appropriate hymns
which refer to the cleansing and washing away
of sin, by the blood of Christ.

n the week previous to the administration
the holy eucharist, the minister reminds
- participants of the proper and necessary
ation, according to the exhortation of
Paul, “ Let each one examine h:msélf and
et him eat.”

he choirs or different sisterhoods and fra-
tics, among the Brethren are established
in conformity to certain usages in the christian
urch in early ages and certain parts of sacred
ipture,  These ~point out various stations

| circumstances in human life, and the way
hich each is to obtain happiness.

though the wav to holiness by Christ is
1 out, for soul and body, for the whole
' of the church, yet this is obtained in the
ice of duties pecuhar to each in their dif-
stations and relations, and according to
ective sexes. To enable them to
se duties more perfectly, thev are
7 , the choirs, for mutual edification.
se ﬁﬁn‘u are superintended by an elder or
cldress



- first place, for the sake of propriety and order,

- - —
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_,eld;;_:s,s of theli]r own sex, and every menl
seeks to earn his or her bread honestly, in the
fear of God. ety

Matrimony is not observed as a sacrament,
but as a divine institution, and the duties
of the relation are often taught and enforced
from the scriptures. The rules established by
the Brethren as to marriage-contracts, appea
upon a fair and candid investigation, to be

lat:lI(‘)nS- i o
he intentions or bans are anno
the elders and heads of the choirs, ;1nn§e_d Tp.
consent is required. If any lawful impedi
ment appears, it may then be declared. A
prudent check upon levity and the indulgence
f mdiscreet fancy or forming precipitate al-
liances is guarded against.  When a man’s cir.
cumstances appear to require an help-mate for
him, it 15 mentioned, and if he approves, y
partner is pointed out whom he may refuse,
.Ehe most venerable members of the Breth.
ren’s Society receive wives according to these
rules. They appear to be instituted in the

but sccondly, to avoid mercenary matches
and connections arising from the institution
being converted into a mean to ennoble fami.
lies, by matrimony, where affection and dis.
cretion as to the tempers, disposition and char-
acter ol the parties are not duly attended to,
m order to secure felicity, They are not

: married
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married as total strangers, taken from cloisters,
~ yhere they have been secluded for years from
human society, and the sight of each other.
It is scarcely to be imagined, how a people can
be better acquainted with each other, {rom
infancy to old age, than these people are, and
preserve decency and decorum. Well bred and
prudent parents, and candidates for marriage
in all countries, observe rules as strict as those
 of the brethren, previous to the parties enter-
ing into that holy estate. Fancy is as often
gratified, as in thése countries or societies where
greater indulgence is given. =
- Alliances of hecessity are guarded against by
these rules.  If they take place, it is not owing
{0 the omission of the society to establish pru-
dent rules, to guard the morals, and felicity of
 their children.
~ Conformity to these rules, is too valuable,
“in the estimation of most of the Brethren’s
Socicty, to be departed from, by candidates for
marriage. Obedience to the discipline of the
~ church, secures the affection, confidence, sup-
~ port and protection of its members in all con-
~ ditions, relations and countries. :
 The aged, sick, young and poor, are amply
provided for, by the regulations of the society.
~ Particular attention is paid to education and
ools, in all congregations that the children
- may be brought up in the nurture and admo-
nition of the Lord.
- A good education is esteemed by them as
the best cuarthly treasure, which parents can
- bestow. In their institutions for this purpose,
R~ 3 parental

L}
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parental and domestic care are assisted and

enforced by the aid of the visdom and property

of the society. The greatest concern is to
Freserv_e_yo,uth, from physical and moral evil,
rom being seduced into errors. The great
object evidently to be found in all discourses
and instructions to the young, is to enforce

the love of God as taught by inspiration, and
to make virtue amiable. That as they are the

property of the Lord, who has created and
redeemed them, they may live to his honour,
and become benefactors and blessings in human |

society.

_ Both boys and girls are as early as possible,
instructed in Reading, Writing, Arithmetic,
Grammar, Geometry and History. The boys

are generally taught the rudiments of the
Latin tongue.
In some congregations, schools are estab-

lished for the education and support of orphans,

and the children of poor parents, or of the mis-

sionaries. Such are taken care of and instructed

with almost parental faithfulness.

Such boys as appear from their talents qua-

lified for higher pursuits in study and learning,

are sent to higher schools, such as the Pedago-

gium at Nazareth.

~ The children are brought as soon as pos-
sible to baptism, in a public meeting. In some
places, five and in other three witnesses or

sponsors are present, who lay their hands upon
the child on this occasion and bless it. The

water is commonly poured upon the breast of

To

the chald.
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" To keep and preserve order, discipline is
necessary. The Brethren have established the
ounds of love as the great rule, which unites
he members of a congregation as one family.
In this they take as their guide the command
of Christ, n order to preserve order and peace.
V¢ shall love one another.”
~ It has been the constant endeavour to restore
true and original Christianity. In conformity
1o this, they have established their regulations,
as possible. The constitution of Christ’s
¢h as established by him, and the practice
e Apostles be'm%ltheir guide, by which to
and regulate Christians. In their rules
have endeavoured to form such, as will
rve their outer welfare, remove evil and
casion of sin. :
enders are disciplined as far as possible
rding to the ancient rules in Scripture and
times of the Apostles. If he who has fallen
der censure is penitent and obedient to the
d 'or_t_at‘ions to amendment, the offence is buried
dlence ; but in cases of obstinacy, he is called
the board of overseers to receive admo-
If this has not the desired effect, he is
med that he can dwell no longer in the

or fortune attends this exclusion.”

'he Brethren as a church, have agreed upon

ain rules and orders, which they have en-

oured so to calculate, as to remove every

in as prudent and certain a manner as
. These rules and orders received and

bed, by all male inhabitants of suitable
: - age,

jon. “ No loss of temporal honour,

- il ‘._._J'_I'l.';
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age, are presented to all s
nte such
selves for admission, into the co
Upon acceding to them

as offer them.
e congregation,
» Without compulsion,
:Il:em. “If they afterwards alter their minds,

€y may leave the congregation, and are 1o
lozlgcr bound by its regulations.” 1

‘hese rules “are summary. They are to he

with all their hearts.

VElL ose I'{.E]'.I ‘T An 3151 1

1ven a good share of thi rid’
e _ i 15 world’s
goods, shall not spend their time, withou

:: some useful occupation, for the good of theip
i neighboyrs; remembering the words of oyr
H' Lord, give to them who beg of thee. Give

“and it shall be given to you.

i 1

- ﬂf&dW1H.suppm‘t the needy and particularly the

. idows and orphans, and such who on acl

4 ;:lqunt of their age and infirmities require our

| help, as much as possible.” ot
These rules they appear to observe SCTUpUs.

| lously and willingly.—On a visit to the * Bishop,

He informed me, he had .

: 2 y i so lar lost hi o
sight, that he could not read cn:mst:nd;3 ?L'
idleness was disagreeable, he had the;efﬂral
:]dopgﬁc} thlsduccupmion, at intervals, 1

S0 inlormed, that his daughter mad 1
a.;:d the,-r:e united labours wefge sold tc(p ih‘:ar?:::
chants i New-York and - Philadelphia. No

reﬁectinﬁ

* The late Reverend John Ettwein.

==l TS N

= €Yy promise to observe them, by subscribi"'

subject to the magistrates and higher powers |

Every member
: of the
congregation shall work, and eat his own bread,

Their rule 15,8

3
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~ reflecting mind, but must on this occasion,
| recollect the zeal, industry, disinterestedness
* and good example of the blessed Apostle, who
| followed the business of tent making and
- wrought willingly with his hands, that he might
not be chargeable, and might have wherewith
| to administer to his own and others necessities,
. and preserve himself from irksome idleness.

~ This excellent example of the Bishop at
" Bethlehem, is also in imitation of the industry
~of the fishermen who were the first Apostles,
and were principally trained to mechanic and
~other industrious professions. =~~~
Such examples are too noble not to be ad-
| mired. At this moment all the pomp and
- splendour attending rich prelates and dignita-
| nes, appeared insignificant and of little worth,
¢ compared to the greatness of this venerable
“man, employed to set a good example, to
. maintain himself and assist the poor, when his
| community had provided for his wﬁon in an
| asylum, amidst the wealth and affection of
‘many Brethren. Should this small work fall
into the hands of himself or his friends, theywill
~excuse the liberty taken in recording the fact.
;;':._-The nobleness of the rule and. principle,
- and the proof exhibited of conformity to:it,
ong all classes, demand of them the privilege
of extolling this obedience and conformity, on
the part of their Bishop, father and superior.
- Bound to seek peace with all, the Brethren
‘are particularly to be careful, that they do not
‘entangle themselves in political contentions,
“and the altercations of parties. They are to be
T ¥ 2 obedient

ey

L
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obedient to their teachers, and follow them. |
as they watch over souls and must give l:;;

account.

After this statement of the progress andl .-

regulations of this society in America, it may
not be unacceptable to add some further ine

formation, taken from their historians as to

their society.

Saint Paul informs the Romans that he had
plantec.l the gospel unto Illyricum, and from
the epistles to Timothy, we learn, that Titus
visited Dalmatia for the same purpose. Both
of these were Sclavonian provinces. Jerome
a native of Illyricum, translated the bible into
his mother tongue.

The Sclavonians who rent those provinces
: gloum hthe hGreciandel?:pire, found christian

rches there, an degrees b 2
verét:l to the faith. s e
_ Sclavonian Bishops were expected a
sixth council held };t Cnnstant?nople, i:l 32
" The. Scl

€ OSclavonians received the
means of the Greeks, and were inig::f(?]intg
the Christian religion with the Grecian . rites
and forms. This was done by the administra.
tion of Greek priests, who came into the
country, in the year 860.

{{n-l.}:’ﬁdth; Waldﬁnses arrived in Bohemia,
and jomed those who were i
rites Jof the church. Sl

These ancient christians the Waldenses date
their origin from the beginning of the fourth
century. '

2 Rieger

L
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~ Rieger goes further back, and considers
them as the remains of the people of the Val-
lies, who were converted to christianity, when
‘the Apostle Paul passed over the Alps into

AN i
These United Waldenses and Boliemians
preserved their connection with the Waldenses -
it home, and sent them ministers from the
Seminary of the Brethren in Italy, whither
2 an university, they sent their youth from

Bohemia. :
~ John Huss, master of arts and professor in
the academy at Prague, and minister of Beth-
fechem church there, became an advocate for
the Brethren. He was born in 1373, took his
‘master’s degree, and was made a professor at
the age of twenty years.
: Ingmm he wjr)ag made minister at Bethle-
hem church, which was erected purely for
sreaching in the Bohemian tongue. He de-
aded the tenets of Wickliff, the first of the
English reformers, who had addressed the
' Brethren in Bohemia and Moravia, in the year
1387—and exhorted them, after the example
of their forefathers, to stand firm and unshaken
by the faith of the gospel. 3
" Confusions existed at this time between the
Greek and Latin churches, and those called
peformers ; but, in 1450 the peaceable and
moderate men of each party united in the ten-
ets, in which all agreed, and gave up the dis-
tinction of parties. =
~ Permission was given them to withdraw to
the Barony of Lititz, in the mountains olf Si-
e~ esia,

¥
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themselves necessitated to remove into another
country, where they might enjoy liberty of
conscience. In their wanderings, one of th m
became acquainted with Count Zinzendorf,
who proffered them protection, upon his estate
in Saxony. This they accepted and removed.
thither. 3!

In the year 1722 they began to build Herm.
hut, and were joined by others. This gave
offence to the Imperial court, and complaint
was made to the king of Poland, elector of
Saxony, and Count Zinzendorf for these good
offices was exiled from Saxony. In his exile
he sought for other places where the Moravians.
might reside in safety. With so powerful, ac~
tive and zealous a benefactor at their head, and
with such opposition, thev were joined by other
Protestants and emigrated to America,

When Georgia was settled and made a sepas
rate  Government, a religious sect, called
Schwenkfelders were exiled from Silesia, and
found an asylum upon the estate of Count Zin.
zendorf,  Being directed not to harbor them,
he applied in their behalf to the trustees of
Georgia; but, they soon after removed to Penne
sylvania. ~ The land reserved for them was
given to the Count, and a colony of the United
Brethren removed to Georgia in 1735,

The trustees had promised them an exemp.
tion from bearing arms, or personal services in
war, according to a tenet in their religion, to
which they adhere; but in the Spanish war,
the populace would not permit them to enjoy
that privilege, and they removed to Bethlehem,

laying

TR
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laying the foundation of the ﬁourishiiug towns
~and settlements of Bethlehem and Nazareth,
“and extending from thence into almost every
‘colony in North America within a short pe-
~ The astonishing assiduity and success which
has attended the efforts of the Brethren to ex-
tend their system in every quarter of the globe,
‘are not easily presented in a summary form.
he towns, villages and congregations they
have formed, are of varied dimensions and
‘mumbers,  Some have been settled upon tracts,
before uncultivated, and without inhabitants,
with a design to dwell together as members of
Unity, and under its economy only. Such
peculiar manner are designated as congre=
on places. e
Places of public worship and dwelling-houses
nging to the members of the socicty are
tin some places in the neighbourhood of
wns and villages inhabited by those, who do
ot belong to the United Brethren.  Some
e, street or other site is selected, as cir-
stances permit, for the use of the Brethren.
are congregational places in a more ex-
€ sense.
hey have other congregations, in places
iere the Brethren reside, in cititis, viilageg
ountry places, among the people at large,
! ﬁeﬁ' own placegs of public .warzjl;%;,
il as many of their own rules, as circum-
mces will permit.  Such may be termed city
~country congregations. These mai;y b:;
. : oun
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Joseph the second, by the King of Prussia, and
several other persons of distinction, who ex-
pressed their satisfaction upon examining its
peculiar regulations. :

New Herrnhut, the first mission settlement
of the United Brethren in the island of St
Thomas in the West-Indies, under the Danish
government, was begun in the year 1739,

Missionaries have resided on this island, who
have sought to propagate christianity among
the negro slaves, ever since the year 1731.

‘The planters finding in process of time, that.

the christian. slaves were more tractable, moral
and industrious than the heathen, not only
countenanced, but encouraged their endeavours.
These were facilitated by the protection of the
King of Denmark.

The settlement consists of a spacious negro
church, a dwelling-house for the missionaries,
negro huts, out-houses and gardens. From
this place the islands of St. Croix and St. John
were first supplied with missionaries; and the
Brethren have now two settlements in” each.
The negro converts belonging to their church,
amount in those three isiands to near 8000
souls.

~New Herrnhut is also the name of the

oldest mission settlement of the United Breth-
ren in Greenland. It is situated on Ball’s
river a few miles from the sea, near Davis’s
straits, on the western coast of Greenland,
not far from the Danish colony of Godhaab.
The two first were sent from Herrnhut in the
year 1733, and their laudable intentions fa-
vored
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vored by the King of Denmark. In this un-
cultivated, frozen country they encountered
many hardships and found great difficulty in
acquiring the language of the inhabitants. About
1300 of the natives have been converted to
christianity.

Niesky, in Upper Lusatia, is a settlement
begun by the Brethren, who were exiles from
Bohemia in 1742. In it is the theological
seminary of the Unity, where students are
trained for future service among christians or
heathens.

Klein Welke, in Upper Lusatia, was also
founded by the Brethren, near the old village
of that name in the year 1756. Most of the
members of this congregation-place are of the
Vandal nation.

At Barby the Brethren have gathered a con-

gation since 1748. The government gave

¢ palace and bailiwick to Count Henry, the
28th Reuss and others on a lease, and granted
the chapel of the palace to the congregation of
the Brethren, for the celebration of divine
service.

Gnadau, on the clectoral domain of Dee-
ben, six miles from Barby, and eighteen from
Magdeburg, was begun in 1767. In the year
1765, the government gave the palace of Barby
with its appurtenances, and the domain De-
ben, to Count Henry the 28th Reuss, upon
a perpetual lease, with a view that a settlement
might be made here, after the manner of the
Brethren’s congregations.

G2 Gnadenberg,
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The peaceable, condescending demeanor,
which they observe, and is cuﬁivatcd with
great care, sccures them from violence and
outrage in most countries, War and milititji
services are contrary to their consciences
They therefore proceed unarmed, and without
the means to offend. Correcting the erroncous
by suavity of manners and purity of morals,
they are received and protected in their mis
sions, among slaves and freemen. Learning
and the useful and ornamental arts are cul-
tivated and extended with husbandry and com.
merce, by them. [
Calumny and misinformation have often
united their forces to destroy this people, and
defeat their benevolent and industrious efforts,
Candor and the love of truth will however rise
superior to the attempts of ignorance and malice,
Some of the attempts to vilify them, have been
discovered and exposed. In the present im.
perfect state of man, in an imperfect world, it
is not surprising that in the endeavours to re.
store the primitive government, doctrines, dis
cipline and institutions of the christian church,
errors should have taken place. All have re-
served to themselves the privilege of correcting
whatever was amiss. {
Some of those who have visited Bethlehem
and Nazareth, have pretended to discover er-
rors which do not exist. One has published,
~ that the pictures are attended to with super-

stitious reverence, bordering upon idolatry.
This charge is not true. It is more absurd
than the idle charge of adoration of pictures on
the
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- the part of the church of Rome. The latter .
~ observes them as remembrancers, and at de-

~ votion their eyes are turned towards the paint-

mgs. This is not the case among the Brethren.
In both denominations, they are preserved for

instruction, and as memorandums of important

‘events in the gospel history.

Under the patronage of so illustrious a bene-
factor as Count Zinzendorf, it is not surprising
that this society flourished so suddenly and ex-
tensively ; when industry, economy and disin-
terestedness were such eminent parts of their
system.  In courts and in wildernesses,—cen-
sured, opposed or applauded, he appears equally
and conscientiously to have sought the pros-
perity of the Brethren. He has rendered im-
portant services to them, to religion, learning
nd society at large.  Mistakes in his proceed.
ings and writings, he wished to have corrected.
~ He was induced from piety and benevolence
‘to visit many and far distant countries. In
exile and at home, he did not forget the labour
“he had undertaken. The present century has
“not produced a more active or successful Bishop
inthe Christian church.
~ The regulations in their scttlements, such
48 Bethlehem and Nazareth, are superior in
~ elegance to any thing which country-places of
ual dimensions and number of inhabitants do
ibit. In cities they would check extrava-
nce and licentiousness. Their effect upon-
“the untutored and barbarian must be beneficial.
;?I_;'earping, useful and ornamental arts are cul-
“tivated to expand the human mind and em-
R bellish
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If superior industry is a proof of the bene-
fit resulting from civilization, and aninter-
course with Christians, can afford any argu-
ments in favour of peculiar modes or means
used to convert Indians, the well cultivated
fields among those of St. Regis, and the Al
gonquins and Iroquois, give the Catholics the
superiority or pre-eminence, to those of the
Protestants at Mohegan. -

All property was %ormr:r]y held in common
stock among the Brethren, especially in their
infant state, when poverty, distress, public wars
and tumults required an union of labours and
industry, to provide for their support and per-
petuating the regulations of religion.

Time and success in accumulating property
for public uses, have broken down this practice,
and all may enjoy their own earnings.

Their zeal, perseverance and success in plant-
ing congregations and supporting of foreign mis-
sions, have been beheld with astonishment,

I have been more minute in the detail and
observations, contained in the last pages, be-
cause the public attention has lately been turned
towards the propagating of Christianity among
the Indian tribes, and the title of the Mora-
vians to certain land, within the limits of their
mission at Muskingum, has been ratified by
Congress not long since. -

Candid examination will lead every man

to confess that the Roman Catholics and the
United Brethren have pursued these objects
most successfully,. William Penn and the so-

ciety
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ciety of Friends certainly adopted a just, peace-
able and happy system of integrity, towards the
natives, which does him and them honour. Be-
fore me is a small work, composed by Anthony
Benezet, entitled “ Some observations on the
situation, disposition and character of the In-
dian natives of this continent.”

It was printed in Philadelphia in the year
1784, * from an apprehension of duty and

- universal good will to mankind,” and was re-

commended to my perusal by a very respectable
missionary and member of the society of United
Brethren—In this place I ought to confess the

~ obligations I am under to him, for the infor-

mation he gave me in an interview which was
unavoidably short; but he did not forget to

- obtain for me, a manuscript prepared by Bishop

Ettwine, which gives a summary history of the

society of United Brethren, a view of its pre-

sent state, and a compendium of their faith,
discipline, government and economy. A worthy

~ minister of their number has done me the

favour of examining the foregoing, previous
to its being put into the hands of the printer.
Many other members of the society, have

- readily communicated information to me, and
- answered such questions as I thought proper
- to put to them.

If in the issue, by this work, I shall be in

a small degree a fcllow-helper to their joy in
their exertions to convert the Indian and the
African, and ameliorate the condition of man-
kind at large, my obligations of gratitude to
them
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them for their indulgence in furnishing me
with these materials, will be greatly increased.
- The frequent broils and contentions which
arise upon our frontiers with the Indians and

white people, end generally in wars and shed- -

ding of human blood. Armies aré consequently
raised and stationed to quell such outrages. A
congregation of these United Brethren, I am
thoroughly convinced, would more effectually

preserve peac'e,‘happiness and order, than the

best prepared regiment or brigade in the Ameri

can or any other service.

No mystery is involved in so importantan
undertaking on the part of the United Breth.

reh, of the society of Friends, or the missiona-
ries of the Roman Catholic church—all of
them can controul their own members, and
prevent them from being the instigators of
feuds,

e

Count Zinzendorf did not hesitate to visit |
the “Indian tribes unarmed, and met with a

favourable reception.

They saw his errand was ffiéndl’y and his

deportment sincere and benevolent.

They remarked thut he must have great
confidence in the protecting care of his God,
when he could lay himself down to sleep with

so much composure among them, while they

might so easily have put an end to his life.

n the female school in Bethlehem, were
some children from the West Indies;, who had
come to this Continent in consequence of the
acquaintance, their parents had formed with the

“missionaries in the Islands.
Evidence
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Evidence in abundance might be produced

of the beneficial consequences resulting from

the administrations of the United Brethren,
among slaves, They have been the instraments
of making them, pious, moral, honest and in-

~ dustrious. 'Whateyer may be their ideas as to

servitude, they have not considered it as proper
or prudent for them, to intermeddle with the

- subject.  In obedience to the injunctions of
~ the Apostles as to the duties of masters and ser-

vants, they have sought in the most modest and
unassuming manner possible, to do their duty
to each. Singular zeal and activity as to abo-

~ lition and manumission, would put an end to

the missionaries usefulness and p'revcnf their

~ benevolent errands from being successful.

To prepare slaves for freedom, it is our
duty to qualify them, by a knowledge of in-
dustry and useful arts, to provide for them-
selves. The economy of the Moravians ap-
pears to be well calculated for this important
purpose, as the socicty at large and the mis-
sionaries and their wives encourage, as well as
teach, whatever is useful and benecficial. It
cannot be doubted,that a missionary and his
wife, having the care over the religious con-
cerns, morals, and industry of those upon a
slave estate, would be great blessings, to both
master and servant; and it i1s to be lamented
that some Christians and members of abelition
societies, would not deliberate maturely upon
this point, before they so publicly take measures
which expose the lives and property of masters,

- and do not make the condition of slaves better.

H 2 No



90 AN EXCURSION INTO

No wise man, at this period, will deny the
]ustlce of giving them freedom. To do this
in a proper and valuable manner for 1ncl1vsduah3."
and society atlarge, is the important object.

The decorum observed in the African con.
gregation of Philadelphia, does honour to them
and their benefactors, who formed and founded
that religious society. The school under the
care of the minister of that church, who is an
African, teaching only those of his own colour,
is a specimen of the advancement, that Afr.
cans might be brought to, in the useful parts of
literature, so intimately connected with their
future usefulness and felicity. oy

The United Brethren, have preserved them-
selves from the inconvunicnces, resulting from
making their master’s kingdom a kingdom of
this world, to increase their wealth, and pro- 4
mote wars and discord. )|

One of their own authors makes the follow=
ing remark after presenting a brief view of
their present constitution. * It will appear
“ evidently from this account, that the consti-
¢ tution of the congregations of the Brethren,
‘is in no wise suited to national churches, or |
“ established religions. It would be not only
“a folly, but highly blameable, if anv one
¢ proposed, that the constitution of the Breth-
‘ ren, should be introduced, into any national
¢ church or religion. The kingdom of Christ
“would not only not gain any thing, but
“ would certainly suffer much thereby.” ¢ The
“ aim of the Brethren is alone direcied to this,
¢ to further the kingdom of Jesus Christ, to be

“hiss
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- “his true and hvmg congregations and to bu:ld
- “ themselves up to a house of God.”
¢ All the congregations call themselves, the

Unitas Fratrum, or Protestant United Brethren
of the Augustan confession. They receive the
holy scriptures of the old and new Testament
- as the only standard and rule, bnth of the doc-
trine and practice of the Unity.”
~ “ At a synod held at Marienborn in 17'64

the doctrinal articles of the Augustan confes-
sion, were drawn up by the Protestant divines,
- and presented by the Protestant princes at the
 diet of the empire held at Augsburg, as their
- confession of faith. He further remarks that
- at the reformation in England, this confession
‘was used as the ground-work to the thirty-nine
-~ articles, as is evident when they are compared,
and all the Protestant churches in Germany
- both Lutheran and Reformed accede to it, so
that it contains the doctrinal system of the
~ Protestant churches.”

“ They have agreed in their synods, that no
- doctrines shall be delivered in the congregations
ol the Brethren, which are repugnant to the
Augustan confession. Should any teach op-
posite doctrines, he cannot lmvc or retain the
office of a teacher in the Unity.”

‘It is not their custom to dispute together
on any point, on which people of different re-
- ligious persuasions, so frequently enter into
controversies. This arises from a conviction,
~ that such contentions are fruitless, and not be-
- cause of any prohibition.”” * They avoid school-
~ wrangling and wars about words, for the sake
of the chief point, happiness in Jesus Christ.”

As
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Keep our episcopacy precious before thee, to
feed the church of God, which thou hast pur-
chased with thine own blood ;

Bless and protect the nursing-fathers and
nursing-mothers of thy church, together with
their ministers, (Isa. xlix. 23.)

Watch graciously over all kings, princes,
and governments ;

Grant and preserve unto them thoughts of
peace and concord,

And hear our intercessions for them all ;

[We beseech thee especially, to pour down
thy blessings in a plentiful manner upon our
gracious Sovereign King George, the Queen,
the Prince of Wales, and upon all the Royal
Family.

Grant, that our King may enjoy a long and
happy reign over us, preserve him in thy faith,
fear and love, that he may walk before thee as
thy servant, and protect thy true religion in
these nations ;*]

Guide and protect the magistrates of the land
wherein we dwell, and all that are put in au.
thority under them,

That we may lead under them a quiet and
peaceable life, in all godliness and honesty !

Hear us, gracious Lord and God!

Teach us to submit ourselves to every ordi-
nance of man for thy sake!
And to seek the peace of the places where
we dwell;
Grant
* To be varied in different eountries, according to the
nuture of their respective governments.

E
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Grant them blessing and prosperity ;

Prevent war, and the effusion of human
blood ;

Preserve the land from distress by fire and
water, hail and tempest, plague, pestilence,
and famine !

Let this earth be like a field which the Lor
blesseth; :

Give peace and salvation, O God! to thy
land, and to all orders of men therein!

Hear us, gracious Lord and God!

They that go down to the sea in ships, they
see thy wonders !

Bless and protect our brethren and sisters
who travel by land or sea.

C. Command thy Angel, Lord, that he
Watch o’er thy flock by land and sea.

Care also for the necessities of the church ;
Bless our diaconies ;
Let all things be conducted among us in such
a manner, that we provide things honest, not
only before God, but also before men ;
hLet our commerce and trade be holy unte
thee ; .
Bless the sweat of the brow, and the faith-
fulness in handicraft business ; '
But let none entangle himself with the af-
fairs of this life ; :
Nor let in any labor be perceived the after-
taste of sin.
Hear us, gracious Lord and God!
: O that
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O that we might always be ready, to show
love to all men, and never forget to do good
and to communicate;

O that we took pleasure in refreshing the
hearts of the dejected,

And to relieve the needy might be our hearts’
delight!

C. Can we do good, we'll it embrace,
Thank God for his enabling grace.

Thou lover of men!

Send help to all that arc in distress or danger;

Set at liberty such who are unjustly impri-
soned ;

Let all those who are imprisoned for the
word of God*, live by the word, which kept
thec in the desert;

Comfort all the weak-hearted and aflicted,

Be the support of the aged,

Mauke the bed of the sick, and show that
thou lovest them ;

And when thou takest away men’s breath,
that they die, then thou surcly wilt remember,
that thou hast not died for our sins only, but
for the sins of the whole world.

Now thou God over all, blessed for ever-
more! 8

Have mercy on thy-whole creation:

Be the Saviour of all men;

For

* Particularly N. N.
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~ For thou hast, by thyself, reconciled all
things unto thyself, whether things on earth or

l things in heaven. _ A
Hear us, gracious Lord and God!

Think on thy suff’rings, wounds, and cross,
And how by death thou savedst us;

C. Tor this is all our hope and plea,
In time and in eternity.

Thou Saviour of thy body!
Grant, that it may be seen in thy congrega-
- tions, that thou art 2 God of order;
Walk in the midst of them with complacence,
- Govern them all gently, and according to
~ their measure ; (Rom. xii. 3. Wisd. ix. 11.)

Teach all of us to be subject to one another
in love ; (1 Pet. v. 3.) '

Be the sanctification of every choir, through
the maternal care of the Holy Ghost ;

Bless and sanctify the married state ;

Let our children be brought up in the nur-
ture and admonition of thee*;

The merit of thy unspotted youth render our
boys and girls chaste; 5y i

Let the single brethren and single sisters care
only for the things of the Lord, that they may
~ be holy both in body and in spirit ; :

Be the joy and blessed hope of our widowers
- and widows. )

12 Pour

* Here the last baptised child is mentioned thus : Espe-
~ cially N. N. and a benedictory verse sung for it.
. .



102 AN EXCURSION INTO

Pour out thy Holy Spirit on all thy servants
and handmaids.

Purify our souls in obeying the truth,
through the spirit; unto unfeigned love of the
brethren ;

Hear us, gracious Lord and God!

Keep us in everlasting fellowship * with the
whole Church triumphant ;

And let us once rest together in thy presence
from all our labor!

Hear us, gracious Lord and God!

O thou Lamb of God, which takest away
the sins of the world,

Have mercy upon us!

O thou Lamb of God, which takest away
the sins of the world,
Cwn us to be thine!

O thou Lamb of God, which takest away
the sins of the world, -
Leave thy peace with us!

t Unto the Lamb, which was slain, and
hath redeemed us out of all nations of the

1

4
|

earth ; Unto .

* If one or more members of the Congregation lately
deceased, are to be mentioned, it may be done here by
praying : Keep us in everlasting fellowship with N. N. and
with the whole, &ec.

1 Or: Lamb{ once slain for sinners,
Receive our praises,
Honor and glory from all choirs and classes ;
To thee they’re due !
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Unto the Lord, who purchased our souls
for himself ; ak

Unto that Friend, who loved us and washed
us from sins in his own blood ;

Who died for us once, that we might die
unto sin ; ;

Who rose for us, that we also might rise ;

Who ascended for us into heaven, to pre-
pare a place for us ;

‘And to whom are subjected the angels, and
 powers, and dominions ;

To him be glory at all times, in the church,
which waiteth for him, and in that which is
bout him,

Lrom everlasting to everlasting, Amen !

Little children, abide in him, that, when he
shall appear, we may have confidence, and not
be ashamed before him at his coming.

. *In none but him alone I trust for ever,
In him my Saviour.

Liturgus.
The Lord bless thee and keep thee !
The Lord make his face shine upon thee,
and be gracious unto thee !
- The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee,
- and give thee peace!
~ Ch. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

To

- *Or: Grant me to lean unshaken upon thy faithfulness,
until from hence I'm taken, to see thee face to face.

I‘ Or: Olet mfmul ne'er removed be out of thy arms, dear

~ Saviour ; both la

-

te and early show to me thy mercy and thy

*

-r
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- To promote happiness and peace among the
whole family of mankind, is a duty and pleasure,
too valuable to be neglected at any time.

The success which has attended the labours
of the United Brethren among slaves and the
natives of uncultivated regions deserves great
applause. Their exertions ought to be assisted,
and their proceedings and history more thor-
oughly known. In fulfilment of part of this
office, I subject the following extract from the
work of a much valued member of the society
of Friends (commonly called Quakers.)

The testimony of men whe study peace, and
at this time wish to join their wealth and in.
fluence, in ameliorating the condition of the
North American Indians, ought not to be lost,
The manly remarks of that author in favour
of the Moravians, are becoming the spirit of
candor, and must tend to give greater energy
to the future eflorts of the good men of all de-
nominations, in civilizing and spreading peace,
industry and felicity, among those who have

been too long the subjects of the wanton and
barbarous outrages of men called christians.

The work from which this extract is taken,

was printed in Philadelphia in 1784, and had
great influence upon many worthy men, who

united their wealth, in sending out farmers and
tradesmen to instruct the Indians in useful arts.
It is entitled * Some observations on the In-

djan natives of this continent.” '
¢« A disposition to misrepresent and blacken
the Indians, in order to justify, or palliate the
practice of unjust and cruel measures, tonl'lards
them,

|
|
|
|
|
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them, has particularly appeared in the affecting
case of those Indians, denominated Moravian
Indians, settled on the Muskingum, a branch
of the Ohio; who have of late deeply suffered
on account of what they thought the peaceable
spirit of the Gospel required of them. A true
representation of the state and disposition of
those Indians, as well as an account of this
deplorable transaction, drawn from the account
given by the survivors, appears necessary as
well to rescue those innocent sufferers from
the odium which has been so unjustly cast upon
them, as to prevent strangers, who may come
amongst us, from forming such erroneous
ideas of the Natives, as may have an influ-
ence upon the welfare of both of them, and the
White People.”

“The first gathering of those Indians into a
good degree of civil and religious order, was
about thirty years ago, by mecans of one of
them, named Papunhank. The place of their
residence at that time, was at Wihaloosing, on
the Susquehanna, about two hundred miles from
Philadelphia. In the conversation they had with
some serious people, in a visit to that city, about
the year 1756, at a time when the province was
distressed by the Indian war, they appeared
to have a feeling sense of that inward change
of heart which the Gospel requires, and de-
clared their particular disapprobation of war,
and fixed resolution to take no part therein ;
apprehending it to be displeasing to the Great
Being, who, as one of them expressed it, ¢ Did
“not make men to destroy men; but to love and

assist
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‘ assist each other,” They held a conference
with the governor, in which they informed%
him, “That they remembered the old friend-
¢ ship which subsisted between their forefathers
“and ours; that they were great lovers of
¢ peace, and had not taken any part in the
“ war""

¢ They delivered three white prisoners
which they had recovered from the other In.
dians. They desired that no strong drink.
should be given them, nor be sent to their
town. The speaker, Papunhank, appeared s
rious, as under a sense of the Divine Presence,
and concluded with a solemn prayer, with
which the whole audicnce seemed much af
fected,” :

“ About thirteen vears past, these Indians
meeting with difficulty, from an increase of
White Secttlers near them, by which spirituous |
liquors were brought to their towns; they re
moved to the Muskingum, a branch of the Ohio,
In their peregrination thither they were accom.
Fanin:d by some of the Moravians, who have
ong resided with them, and by their careful
attention, both to their civil and religious con-
cerns, never leaving them, even in their times
of greatest danger and difficulty, a near and
steady connexion between them took place.”

* During the late troubles, these Indians
adhering to the principles they had long pro-
fessed, absolutely refused to take any part in
the war, notwithstanding the threats and
repeated abuses they received on that account |
from other tribes, particularly those parties

- 'WhiCh
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which passed through their towns, in their way
toour frontiers; whom they sometimes dissua-
ded from their hostile intentions, and prevailed
‘upon to go back again; or warned the in-
habitants of their danger. Thic humane con-
duct being considered as obstructive to the hos«
tile proceedings of the Tribes at war, was at
length made the pretence of carrying them off.

Accordingly, on the 4th of August, 1781, a
string of Wampum was sent by the chief of the
Wyondats, who resided at Sandusky, with a
message, letting them know, he was coming with
anumber of warriors ; but bidding them be not
afraid, for he was their friend. In a few days
after, two hundred and twenty warriors arrived,
when calling a council of the head men of the
three Moravian towns, they acquainted them
they were come to take them away ; rendering it
forareason, “ That they and their Indians, were
' “a great obstruction to them in their war-
“path.” They returned them this answer:
* That it was impossible for them to remove at
‘that time, and leave their corn behind them,
~“dest they and their children should perish
“with hunger in the wilderness.” To this the
thief of the Wyondats, at first, scemed to at-
tend ; but being instigated by some white men
in their company, they persisted in their reso-
lution ; and after killing many of the cattle and
hogs, ripping up their bedding, and commit-
.~ lng many other outrages, on the 28th of Au-
- gust, and September, forced from their three
- towns, in all between three and four hundred
- persons ; who after a tedious journey in the
wilderness,
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" ing corn scarce and dear at Sandusky, desirc'dl.l
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wilderness, arrived at a branch of Sandusky
creek, where the body of them were ordered to
remain. Some of their principal men were
sent to Major Arent Schuyler De Peyster, the
English commander at fort Detroit, who com.
mended themy as a peaceable people, and ex.
horted them to remain such ; but added, That
many complaints had been made of them, that
they had given intelligence to his enemies, &
he had sent for them ; but that his instructions
had been exceeded, in the ill treatment they
had received ; that however he would prdvi_dz
for them. Thus the matter rested till the
spring 1782, when these Moravian Indians find-

liberty to return to their settlements, to fetch
some of their corn, of which they had lfi
above two hundred acres standing ; which
when granted, many of them went, among
whom were several widows with their children,
some of whom had been subjected to such ex
treme want, as to eat the carcases of the dead
cattle and horses.” ' _
“ When the people at and about the Mo
nongahela, undergiood a number of Indians
were at the Moravian towns, they gave ou
that the intention of those people was, to fall
upon the back inhabitants, which ought tobe |
prevented. Whereupon about one hundred and |
sixty men got together, and swimming their
horses over the Ohio, came suddenly upon the
chief Moravian town. The first person who |
appeared, they shot at and wounded, when |
coming up to him, they found he was an half
Indian,
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Indian, son to John Bull, one of the Moravians,
by an Indian woman, to whom he is regularly
married ; they killed and scalped him, and pro-
ceeded to the town. The Moravian Indians,
who were mostly in the fields pulling corn, did
not not run off, as many of them might, if they
had been conscious of any offence ; but came of
their own accord, into the town, at the call of
the White People, who at first, expressed friend-
ship to them ; but soon after, violently seized
and bound them, when the Helpers,* of whom
there were five of the most respectable, in the
company, and others exhorted the younger, to
submission and patience ; telling them, they
thought their troubles in this world, would
soon be at an end, and they would be with
their Saviour. They then sung and prayed
together, till they were led out, one after the
other, and inhumanly slaughtered; first the
men, and then the women. Two boys, who
made their escape, related these particulars.
One of them lay in the heap of the dead, in a

housc, and was scalped; but recovering his

senses, escaped : the other, who had hid him-
self dnder the floor, was ah eye-witness of this
tragic scene, and saw the blood of the slain
running in a stream. These Indians before bea
ing bound, were so little apprehensive of being
charged with guilt, that they informed the
White People, that" more of their brethren

K were

® <« These are Indians who assist the missionaries in
keeping pood order amongst their people, and upon oc-
cusiol, give public txhortations™
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were at another town, to which they accom-
panied them; who in like manner fell a sa-
crifice with them, to the barbarity of the Whites.
The dead bodies were afterwards burnt with
the houses. Before their death, they were
also obliged to shew in what part of the woods
they had concealed their effects, when the

other Indians (as before mentioned) took them

aw 3.}’.’ 1

« Those at the third town having some in
telligence of what passed, made their escape.
One of the Helpers, who escaped, relates,
That in a conference they had with the other
Helpers, when they considered what they should
do in case of an attack, either from the Ame.
ricans, or the Indians who had taken part with
the English ; some of whom charged them of
having, through the intelligence they gave to
the Virginians, been the occasion of the slaugh-
ter of their brethren, at Goschaching; the re-
sult of their conference was, * Not to go away,
« pevertheless to leave each one to act accord-
“ing to the feeling of his own heart.” He
added, * that there was so much love amongst
¢« them, that he had never felt the like before.”
This is 2 summary of this dreadful transaction,
as it is given by the principal leader of those
that remain.

The account as it stands in the Pennsylvania
Gazette, of April 17th, 1782, after giving an
account of the incursions of the Indians, adds,
“ That the people being greatly alarmed, and
¢ having received intelligence that the Indian
“ towns on the Muskingum, had not moved

ll.aa
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“as they had been told——a number of men,
“ properly provided, collected and rendez-
“ voused on the Ohio, opposite the Mingo Bot-
“tom, with a design to surprise the above
“ towns one hundred and sixty men swam
“ the river, and proceeded to the towns on the
“ Muskingum, where the Indians had collected
“ a large quantity of provisions to supply their
“ war-parties. They arrived at the town in the
“ night, undiscovered, attacked the Indians in
“their cabins, and so completely surprised
¢ them, that they killed and scalped upwards of
“ ninety, but a few making their escape, about
“forty of which were warriors, the rest old
“women and children. About eighty horses
¢ fell into their hands, which they loaded with
¢ the plunder, the greatest part furs and skins;
“ and returned to the Ohio without the loss of
“ one man.”

“ It is alleged, in vindication of this delibe-
rate massacre, that forty of those Indians were
warriors, preparing to attack our frontiers ; but
this assertion contradicts itself: for had it been
the case, it is not likely they would have brought
their wives, with the widows, and thirty-four
children, who were slain with them, or have
suffered them with themselves, to be thus mur-
dered, without making the least resistance, or
hurt to their murderers.”

“ Soon after the death of these Indians, about
five hundred men, probably encouraged by this
casy conquest, assembled at the old Mingos on
the west side of the Ohio, and being equipped,
on horseback, set on for Sandusky, where the

remaining
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remaining part of the Moravian Indians re.
sided, in order to destroy that scttlement, and
other Indian towns in those parts; but the
Wyandots aud other Indians, having some
knowledge of their approach, met them near
Sandusky, when an engagement ensued, in
which some of the assailants were killed, and
several taken prisoners, amongst whom was the
commander col. Crawford, and his son-in-law,
The colonel the Indians put to a cruecl death,
and killed the other with other prisoners,”

“ Doubtless the cruelty exercised on the
colonel, and the death of the prisoners taken at
Sandusky, was in a great measure, owing to the
murder of the peaceable Moravian Indians, at
which they expressed much displeasure.”

“ This grievous transaction appearsin a yet

7

|

s
!

|

more afliicting point of view, when it is con-

sidered, that though many threats had been
thrown out against those Indians, both by the
English and Americans,” yet they toock no

step

# ¢ Ag the Wyondat king in his speech told them: My
¢ cousing, you Christian Indians, in Gnudenhutten, Schan.
# brun and Salem, I am concerned on your account, as I sea
% you live in & dangerous situation. Two mighty and angry
# pods stand opposite to each other, with their mouths wide
¢ gpen, and you stand between them, and arve in danger of
¢ being crushed by the one or the other of them, or Loth,
¢ and crumbled with their teeth”  To which the Christian
“ Indians answered: ¢ Uncle, &e. ke, you Shawanees our
“ nephews We have hitherto not seen our situation so
¢ dangrerous as not to stay here, We live in peace with all
* mankind, and have nothing to do with the war. We desire
« and request no more, than that we may be permitted to
“ live in peace and guiet ‘We will preserve your words,
# and consider them————and send you, uncle, an auswer.®
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step for their sccurity, trusting in the care of
Heaven, and the protection of the government,
under which they had lived many years with
due submission. But such is the corrupting
nature of war, that it gradually hardens the
heart, to a fearful degree of insensibility.
Yet surely a time of rousing must come, when,
il not given up to obduracy, equal to their
delusion, the blood of these innocent people
will be heavy upon all concerned in the shed-
ding of it.”

Printed accounts of the state of the missions
of the United Brethren, are frequently sent
among all branches of the Unity. Their design
and cifect is to enlarge the bands of affection,
and preserve a general regard for the welfare of
all.  The following specimen of these accounts
is printed with the desire to give the reader
a better view, of the history and state of the
Society, than is to be found in other parts of
this book, without it. : /

“ A concise Account of the present state of the
- missions of the United Brethren (commonly
called Moravians) in 1796,”

“Scveral respectable persons, who have
become acquainted with the Brethren’s Mis.
sions, 2nd who kindly contribute towards their
suppoit, have repeatedly expressed their wish,
that underakings of such great importance
and extent might be more generally known.
They wished that a concise account might be

K 2 ' " draw
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drawn up, calculated for extensive circulation,
of the work of God among the Heathen, to
promote which the Brethren have been favoured
as instruments, from the vear 1732 to the
present day. The progress of this work being
very considerable, requiring more laborers,
and being likewise attended with an increase
of expence, the committee appointed for the
management of the Missions, acknowledge
with gratitude the relief granted unto them
from their friends in other denominations, and
every other kind mark of attention; and
being desirous that no proper means should be
neglected for the encouragement and support
of these Missions, subinit now the following
authentic- sketch to the perusal and kind con-
sideration of all others, who now, or hereafter,
may feel themselves interested in the cause of
Missions.”

I-

“ The simple motive of the Brethren for
sending Missionaries to distant nations, was,
and is an ardent desire to promote the Salva. |
tion of their fellow-men, by making knownto
them the Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ
in the world. It grieved them to hear of =0
many thousands and millions of the humun
race, sitting in darkness, and groaning beneath
the voke of Sin and the tyranny of Satan; and
remembering the glorious promises given in
the word of God, that the Heathen also should
. be the reward of the Suffcrings and Death of

Jesue;

rl
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Jesus; and considering his commandment to
his followers, to go into all the world aad
preach the Gospel to every creature, they were
filled with confident hopes, that if they went
forth in obedience unto, and believing in his
word, their labor would not be in vain in the
Lord. They were not dismayed in reflecting
on the smallness of their means and abilities,
and that they hardly knew how to find their
way to the Heathen, whose salvation they so
ardently longed for, nor by the prospect of
enduring hardships of every kind, and perhaps
even the loss of their lives in the attempt, but
their 'ove to their Saviour and their fellow-sin-
ners, for whom he shed his blood, far out-
weighed all these considerations. They went
forth in the strength of their God, and hLe has
wrought wonders in their behalf. Blessed be
God, this day the same spirit prevails in the
congregations of the United Brethren, and
there has been a continual and increasing suce
cession of persons, who have offered theme-
selves to supply vacant places, or to enter upon
new Missions, notwithstanding the dangers und
havdships attending the service, are set before
them without any disguise or palliation whate
ever. From a very small beginning the DMis-
sions of the Brethren have increased to twenty-
six settlements in different parts of the earth,
in which near one hundred and forty Missiona-
ries are employed, a number hardly sufficient
for the care of about twenty-three thousand con-
verts irom among the Heathen.”

“ 2. When
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2.

¢ When Brethren or Sisters find themselves

disposed to serve God among the Heathen,

they communicate their wishes and views to a
Commiitee appointed by the Svnods of the
Brethren to superintend the Missions, in a con-
fidential letter. If on particular inquiry into
their circumstances and connexions, no objecs
tion is found, they are considered as candidates.
As to mental qualificatitns, the Brethren re-
quire no erudition, besides a knowledge of the
Holy Scriptures, and an experimental convic.
tion of the truth of its contents; though men
of learning are also employed with success,
and their gifts made uscful in various ways.
They have found by experience that a good
understanding joined to a friendly disposition,
and above all, a heart filled with the love of
God, are the best and the only essential qua-
lifications of a Missicnary. Nor are in general
the habits of a student so well calculated to
form his body for a laborious life as those of a
mechanic. When vacancies occur, or new Misa
sions are to be begun, the list of such caps
didates is examined, and those who appear suite
able are culled upon, and accept or decline the
cally as they find themsclves disposed.”

-
whe

“ The following are the names of the Settle-
ments of the United Brethren o Heathen
countries, in the year 1786,

Begun.
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Begun.
“In 1732. In the Danish West-India Islands.
IN St. THOMAS. :
New Herrnhut,
Nisky.

In St. CROIX.
Friedensberg,
Friedensthal.

IN STo JANO
Bethany,
Emmaus.

In 1733. In GREENLAND.
New Herrnhut,
Lichtenfels,
Lichtenau.

In 1734. In NORTH AMERICA.
Fairfield in Upper Canada.
See 4 4.

In 1736. At the CAPE of GOOD HOPE,
renewed in the year 1792.

Bavians Kloof. See 4 B.

In 1738. I~ SOUTH AMERICA.,
Among the Negreo Slaves at Paramaribo,

and Sommelsdyk,
Among the Free Negroes at Bambey, :
Among the Nat. Ind. at Hope on the Corentyn.

In 1754. In JAMAICA.
Two Settlements in St.
Elizabeth parish.
Begun.
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Be i
In 173%".’“ In ANTIGUA.

At St. Johns,
Gracehill.

In 1760. Near TRANQUEBAR in the
EAST INDIES.
Brethren’s Garden, See 4 C.

In 1764. On the COAST of LABRADOR.

Nain,
Okkak,
Hopedale.

In 1765. In BARBADOES.
Near Bridgetown.

In 1765. In the RUSSIAN part of ASIA.
Sarepta. See 4 D.

-

In 1775, In St. KITTs.
At Basscterre.

In 1789. A Mission was begun in the Island of
Tobago, but the Missionary and
his wife soon departed this life;
which, together with the circum-
stances of the war, occasionzd a
temporary suspension.

In 1792. The Mission at the Cape of Good
Hope was renewed.”

4.
“ To the former list we will add some Ob-
SETVALIONS . m—"" e
A, c
e |
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“ 4. The Brethren had three flourishing
settlements on the river Muskingum, Salem,
Gnadenhuetten, and Schoenbrun before the late
American war, during which these places were
destroved and the inhabitants partly murdered,
partly dispersed. The scttlement Fairfield in
Canada was made by those of the Indian con-
verts who were again collected by the Mis-
sionaries ; but they hope in time to return to
their former settlements on the Muskingum,
which have been given to them by an act of
Congress. Part of the Indian congregation
will probably remain at Fairfield in Canada,
as a good seed, as our missionaries have hopes
that the gospel may yet find entrance among
the wild Chippeway tribe inhabiting those
parts.”

¢ B. The Mission among the Hottentots at
the Cape of Good Hope was begun in 1736,
by George Schmidt, a man of remarkable
zeal and courage, who laboured successfully
among these people, till he had formed a small
congregation of believers, whom he left to
the care of a pious man, and went to Europe
with a view to represent the promising state
of the Mission, and to return with assistants.
But to his inexpressible grief and disappoint-
ment he was not permitted by the Dutch gov-
ernment to resume his labours, wicked people
having insinuated, that the propagation of
Christianity among the Hottentots would in-
jure the interests of the colony. Since that
time to the year 1792, the Brethren did not
cease to make application to the Dutch gov-

: ernment
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ernment for leave to send Missionaries to the
Cape, especially as they heard from some
friends, that the small Hottentot congregation
had kept together for some time, in earnest ex-
pectation of the return of their beloved teacher.
He had taught some of them to read, and
left a Dutch bible with them, which they used
to read topether for their edification. At
length in 1792, by the mercy of God, and the
kind interference of friends in the Dutch gov.
ernment the opposition of evil-minded people
was over-ruled, and leave granted to send out
three Missionaries, who chose for their re.
sidence the place which George Schmidt had
left, finding most Hottentots in those parts.
The last account received from them was dated
in May, 1795, when they were well, and the
number of their hearers increased. Since the
English have made themselves masters of that
colony, we have not hecard from them, but
from the favour and protection which the Brit-
ish government has uniformly granted to the
Brethren’s Missions, we have the best hopes
that they will remain undisturbed and protect-
ed in their civil and religious liberty. The late
Dutch government at the Cape deserve also
our warmest thanks for the kind manner in
which they received and protected the Mis-
sionaries, promoting the views of the Mission
to the utmost of their power.”

“ . The secttlement near Tranquebar on
the coast of Coromandel, was made in the year
1760, at the desire of the Danish government,
chiefly with a view to bring the gospel to the

inhabitants
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inhabitants of the Nicobar islands. After a
persevering but fruitless attempt to form an
establishment at Nancawery, one of the Nico-
bar islands, for that purpose, the whole plan
was defeated by the following circumstances.
The Danish government finding the advan-
tage gained by their settlement on these islands
not answering the great expence attending it,
withdrew their people, who had alrcady suf-
fered greatly by the unwholesomeness of the
climate. Thus the Brethren residing there,
were left alone, and no communication being
kept up between Tranquebar and the Nicobar
islands, it became necessary for the Brethren to
purchase a vessel to convey provisions and other
necessaries to the Missionaries. This was cons
tinued with great expence and hazard for a few
vears, when in the American war the vessel
was taken by a French cruizer, though belong-
ing to a neutral state. No redress could be
obtained from the French, and the Brethren
at ‘T'ranquebar were under the necessity of im-
mediately procuring another vessel, lest the -
Missionaries in Nancawery should be left desti-
tute. The enormous expence and loss incur-
red by these events, and the sickly state of the
Missionaries, made it necessary to recal them,
and thus not only the Mission in these islands,
but the first aim of the Brethren’s settling in
the East-Indies was frustrated.  Since that time
no success has attended the Mission at Tran-
quebar. Some Brethren, indeed, went to Se-
rampore and Patna, where they resided for a
tme, watching an opportunity to serve the
L cause
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canse of God in those places, but various cir-
cumstances occasioned both these settlements to
be relinquished. By a late resolution, the
East-India Mission will be suspended for the
present, the expences attending it having of
late years been such as by far to exceed our
ability.”

“ D. Sarepta, near Czarizin, on the Wol-
ga, in Russian Asia, was built chiefly with a
view to bring the gospel to the Calmuck Tar-
tars, and other heathen tribes in those vast
regions, among whom an opening might be
found. Hitherto no success has attended the
Brethren’s labors, though their exertions have
been great and persevering, equal to those of
any of our Missionaries in other countries.
Some Brethren even resideddor a considerable
time among the Calmucks, conforming to their
manner of living in tents, and accompany-
ing them wherever they moved their camps
in the Steppe (immense plains covered with
long grass.) They omitted no opportunity of
preaching unto them Jesus, and directing them
from their numberless idols, and wretched su-
perstitions, to the only true God, and the only
way of life and happiness; but though they
were heard and treated with civility, no im-
pression could be made upon the poor heathen.
At last the greatest part of the Calmucks quits
ted those parts. Meanwhile the Brethren were
visited by the German colonists living on the
Wolga: and, through God’s blessing, socie-
ties were formed and Gospel ministers provi-

ded
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ded for most of the colonies by their instru-
mentalitv.  Thus the Mission has answered a
very blessed purpose.” 2

“ The most flourishing Missions at present

‘are those in Greenland, Antigua, St. Kitt's,

the Danish West-India Islands, and the Cape
of Good Hope. A new awakening has ap-
peared of late among the Arawacks and Free
Negroes in South America, the Esquimaux
on the coast of Labrador, and in Barbadoes ;
and the latest accounts give us the most pleasing
hopes of success in those parts. In Jamaica
the progress of the Missions has been but
slow. ‘The Brethren have also made several
attempts to carry the Gospel into other parts
of the earth, but without obtaining their aim.
In 1735, Missionaries were sent to the Lap-
landers and Samojedes; in 1737, and again
in 1768, to the coast of Guinea; in 1738, to
the Negroes in Georgia: in 1739, to the
Slaves i Algiers; in 1740, to Ceylon; in
1747, to Persia; in 1752, to Egypt; of
which we omit any particular account for bre-
vity’s sake.”

5

“ The general synods of the Brethren’s
church, which are attended by representatives
from all congregations, appomt a select num-
ber of Bishops and Elders, called the Elders’
conference of the Unity, to superintend the
concerns of the whole Unity of the Brethren,
till the next general synod, which in times of

peace
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peace meets usually every seven or eight vears,
This conference is divided into four depart-
menis, to one of which the special care of the
Missions is committed. Al Missionaries keep
up a constant correspondence with this depart-
ment, and also transmit to them copies of their
diaries and journals. A sceretary is appointed
to make extracts from them, of which manu-
script copies are sent and read to all the con-
gregations and Missions. Dy this a spirit of
brotherly love and sympathy, and a near inter-
est in the concerns of every Mission is preserve
ed throughout the whole church, and constant
prayers and supplications are offercd up untothe
Lord for the prosperity of his kingdom and
the spreading of the Gospel.  The abovemen-
tioned department having considered and dis
cussed all things relating to the Missions, pre-
pares proposals, but no resolutions are formed
witheut thé concurrence of the whole Elders
conference of the Unity. In each settlement
one brother is appointed to have the chief care
of the Mission, though he never acts without
consulting his fellow laborers, for which pur-
pose he helds a conference with them once er
twice in a week,

A society for the furtherance of the Gospel
among the Heathen was instituted by the
Brethren in London as early as in the year
1741, for the more effectual co-operation with,
and assistance of the said Missions-department,
in caring for those Missicnaries who might
pass through London to their several posis.
This society was, after some .-'mt::rruptim;_II in

their

BETHLEHEM, &ec. 125

their meetings, renewed in 1766, and took
afterwards the whole charge of the Mission on
the coast of Labrador upon themselves ; besides
continuing to assist the other Missions, as much
as lay in their power, especially those in the
British dominions. As no regular communi-
cation was kept up with the coast of Labrador
by government, a company of Brethren under-
took to provide a small vessel to convey the
nccessaries of life to the Missionaries once a
year ; and here we cannot help observing with
thanks to God, that upwards of twenty years
have now elapsed, during which by his gracious
preservation, no disaster has befallen the vessel
s0 as to interrupt a regular annual communi-
cation, though the coast is very rocky and full
of ice, and the whole navigation of the most
dangerous kind.” ) .
“ In Amsterdam a similar society was estab-
lished by the Brethren in 1746, and renewed
in 1793, at Zeist near Utrecht. This society
took particular charge of the Mission at the
Cape of Good Hope, but the late troubles in
Helland have rendered them unable to lend
much assistance for the present. Our Breths
ren in North America established a society
for propagating the Gospel among the Heath-
en in the year 1787, which was incorporated
by the state of Pennsylvania, and has been
very active in assisting the missions among the
Indians.  These three societies do all in
their power to help to support the great and
accumulated burdens of the abovementioned
Missions-department, and God has laid a blesa
L2 sing
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sing upon their exertions. But they have no
power to begin new Missions, or to send out
Missionaries, which by the synods of the
Brethren’s church, is vested solely in the
Elders’ conference of the Unity.

L} ﬁ

* The internal regulations of the Mission-
settlements are the same in every country.
The Gospel is preached to all Heathen, to
‘whom the Missionaries can gain access, and
every soul invited to be reconciled to God
through the atonement made by Jesus Christ.
Besides the public testimony of the Gospel, the
Missionaries are dil'gently employed in visits
ing, and conversing with the Heathen in their
dwellings. If any are awakened to a sense of
their undone state by nature, and of their want
of a Saviour, and come to the Missionaries for
farther instruction, giving in their names,
they are called new pesple, and special attention
is paid to them. If they continue in their
earnest desire to be saved from the power of
sin, and to be initiated into the Christian
church by holy baptism, they are considered
as candidates for baptism, and after previous
instruction, and a convenient time of pro.
bation, baptized. If they then prove by their

walk and conversation that they have not re.’

ceived the grace of God in vain, and desire to
be admitted to the holy communion, they are
first permitted to be once present as spectators,
and then considered as candidates for the commus-

nion,

BETHLEHEM, &ec. 127

nion, and after some time become communicants.
Each of these divisions have separate meetings,
in which they are exhorted to make their call-
ing and election sure, and instructed in all
things relating to a godly life and walk.
Separate meetings are also held with other
divisions of the congregation; with the chil-
dren, the single men, the single women, the
married people, the widowers and widows, in
which the admonitions and precepts given in
the Holy Scriptures for each station of life are
inculcated. Each of the baptized and commus
nicants comes at stated seasons to converse
privately with the Missionaries, the men with
the Missionary himself, and the women with

~ his wife, by which thev gain a more perfect

knowledge of their congregation than could
otherwise be obtained, and an opportunity is
given to the individuals, to receive special
advice.” :

¢« As to external regulations they cannot in
all places be exactly uniform. Among [ree
Heathen, settlements like those of the Breth-
ren in Europe are more easily made ; but
among slaves this is not practicable. Yet every
thing that tends to promote good order and
prevent evil is every where inculcated, and
the discipline of the church uniformly ad-
ministered. A free man or a slave who acts
contrary to the moral precepts contained in
the Bible, is excluded cither from the Lord’s

“supper, or the meetings of the baptized, or

even in certain cases from all fellowship with
the congregation, for no situation or prevalen-

2
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cy of customs can furnish a pretext for an
kind of disobedience to the rule of Christ,
Schools are established in all the Brethren’s
settlements among free Heathen, as in Green.
land, Labrador, among the Indians in North
and South America, and among the Hottentots,
In the West India islands this is not practica.
ble, the children not being under the imme.
diate controul of the parents. For the use of
the schools, spelling books and a catechism or
summary of Christian doctrine are printed in
the Greenland, Esquimaux, Delaware, Ara.
wack and Creol ; hymn books in the Creol and
Greenland ; and the harmony of the four
Gospels in the Greenland language, Lesides

P

written copies of several parts of the Scrip-
tures, translated into different Heathen tongues.
In all the Brethren’s settlements the congre-
gations mect daily, either in the morning or
evening, for social worship, and on the Lord’s
day the Missionaries are emploved from break
of day till dark, beth with preaching and meet-
ing the different divisions of the congregations,
and with - attending to their own people and
to Heathen visitors under concern for their
salvation. Nor c@n they be said to be less en-
gaged in spiritual duties on the weck days,
the visiting of the sick, or such who cannot
attend them on Sundays, employing a great

part of their time.”
¢ As the Brethren lay so much stress upon
knowing the state of every individual belenging
to their congregations, it would be impossible
for the Missionaries to do their duty in any
manner
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manner satisfactory to themselves, unless in
large Mission settlements assistants were found
among the converts, whose exemplary walk
and good understanding have made them res-
pected by the congregation. These are chosen
from among both sexes, and each has a par-
ticular district assigned him in which he visits
the people from house to house, attends to the
sick and infirm, &ec. watches over order, and
endeavours to remove dissensions and promote
harmony among the flock. These assistants
meet the missionaries in conference at stated
times, at least once a month, and make re-
ports concerning the state of the congregation.
The missionaries ave thercby enabled to know
whether their people walk in conformity to the
rules of the Gospel and where their help will
be most essentiallv wanied. In some missions
these assistants are also used occasionally to ad-
dress the congregation in the meetings on a
week day, and God has luid a special blessing
on their simple testimony. Other men and
women converts of good character and exems
plary conversation are uscd as servants in the
chapel, and meet also in conference to scttle
every thing belonging to the outward order in
the meetings of the congregation. At stated
times a council is held with a number of the
most respectable inhabitants of the settlements,
in which all things rclating to the outward
welfare of the settlement come under con-
sideration.”

7. The
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?.

“ The Missions of the Brethren are supported '

by voluntary contributions, both of the mem-
bers of the Brethren’s congregations in Europe,
and of several friends, who have become ac-
quainted with them. It would be impossible to
maintain so extensive an establishment, were it
not for the generous support of friends in other
denominations, the congregations of the Breth-
ren being comparatively but small in number,
and the greater part of the people of the poorer
sort. Without the greatest trugality applied
both by the Brethren in Europe who care for
the Missions, and by the Missionaries abroad,
the sums subscribed or contributed would fall
far short of the expenditure. The greatest
average expence of the Brethren’s Missions is
about 2600/ per ann. in peaceful times. The
number of Missionaries is near one hundred and
forty, and of the widows, children and old rest-
ing Missionaries, about eighty. When the ex-
pences attending journies and voyages, build.
mg and repairs of chapels, or Mission-houses,
unforeseen accidents, &c. are taken into con-
sideration, this sum will be admitted to be com-
paratively small, though large when compared
with the numbers and abilities of the contribu-
tors. Some Missions have been of late uncoms
monly expensive, for instance, that in the East
Indies, in Labrador, &c. and the present war
has not only injured the external state of
the Missions by a very comsiderable influence

_ upon
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upon the current expences, but by causing a
great diminution in the usnal income through
the disasters which have befallen two of the
Brethren’s settlements, Zeist in Holland, and
Neuwied on the Rhine. But as God, whose
work it is, has never failed to support it, a
grateful sense of his favours produces faith and
confidence in him. The Brethren wished to
put all their Missions upon such a footing,
that the expence might be as small as possible,
and thus the practicability of extending them
be the greater. 'T'his by the blessing of God
has succeeded in some instances, especially in
the Danish West India islands and in Surinam,
through the zeal and diligence of some Breth-
ren, who went out to serve the Missions by
the work “of their hands, and as Taylors,
Shoemakers, Watchmakers, &c. earned so much
as to be able to contribute considerably to-
wards the support of the Missions, but circum-
stances will not admit of it in every place.
The ship which sails annually to the coast of
Labrador to convey provisions and keep up a
communication with the Missionaries there,
brings back some skins, bone and oil, the sale
of which, it was hoped would have much
lessened the expence of that Mission. This has
not fully answered our expectations, partly on
account of the barrenness of the coast, and part-
ly because pushing a trade with the natives, and
teaching them the way of salvation, does not
seem to correspond- well together. Whatever
therefore is sent home is procured by a small
trafick with Esquimaux visitors, for which

purpose
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purpose a shop or store is established in each
settlement, and one Brother appointed to attend
it, by whom nothing but good and useful things
are offered to the Esquimaux in barter for
their furs, oil, &c. The assistance given by
the societies for the furtherance of the Gospel
established by the Brethren in England, Hol.
land and North America has been stated above.
The Missionaries receive no salary, but a list
of necessaries is sent from each place annually
to the Brethren appointed to care for the Mis-
sions, and after revision and approbation, the
things wanted are procured for them. Their

children and widows are provided for as above
described.” '

8‘.

‘ As to the manner of preaching the Gospel

to the Heathen, the Brethren have by long ex-

perience found, that ¢ the word of the cross
“is the power of God unto salvation unto
¢ all them that believe.” They therefore im-
mediately preach Jesus and him crucified, sow-
ing the word in tears, with patience and courage,
knowing that they shall once reap with joy.
From the above it has been shown, what
caution has been applied in admitting the
Heathen to baptism and the holy sacrament.
But there is no part of the doctrine of our
Saviour and his apostles which the Missionaries
do not gradually endeavour to inculcate into
the minds and hearts of their people, both
before and after baptism, and, through the

merey

k.

#
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mercy and power of God, the most blessed
effects have attended their labours, and been
made conspicuous in the lives and conversation
of most of their converts. Yet who is suffi-
cient for these things?—Not a man indeed, no
not the wisest, best and most zealous of men.
Our sufficiency is of God, to whom be all the
glory for ever and ever.” St

_ Since my return from Nazareth, I have
been asked for more particular accounts of the
system and expence of education there.

- To answer inquiries, I reprint from a print-
ed bill presented by the minister of the society

of United Brethren in Philadelphia.

* Regulations of the Pedagogium or Boarding-
school, established by the United Brethren,
at Nazareth, in the county of Northampton,
in Pennsylvania.”

“ The principal intention of this institution
15 to educate youth for the service of the
Brethren’s congregations. But since various
persons of other denominations have repeat-
edly signified a wish to have their children
educated by the Brethren, it has been resolved
to admit also children of such parents, who,
though not members of the Brethren’s congre-
gations, approve of theix manner of instruct-
ing and educating youth, and are desirous to
have them brought up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord, preserved from ise«

M duction
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duction and the prevailing vices of the age,
and at the same time to become useful members
of society.” .

¢« 2, The general direction of  this institution
is lodged in the hands of the Elders and Teach-
ers who have the superintendance of all the con-
gregations of the Brethren in Pennsylvania.”

“ 3. But the special care and management
of this school is committed to the Minister
of the congregation at Nazareth, the * Rev!
Cha* Gotthold Reichel as Inspector of the said
school. To him all those parents or guardians
who desire to place their children or wards in
the said school, will make application in wri-
ting, giving notice at the same time of the age
and capacity of the boy, what proficiency in
learning he has already made, and (if he is above
the age of ten years) what their intention with
him may be relative to his future life ; also how
many years they propose to leave him at this

school. Such application will be considered by

the Directors of the institution, and as soon as
possible an answer will be given, whether the
request can be complied with or not.”

¢ 4, No boy under the age of seven years,
and above the age of twelve years can be ad-
mitted, some particular cases excepted.”

¢ 5. The usual time for admittance is in
the beginning of the months of April and
October.”

“ 6. Boys who have been already seduced
into sinful practices and irregularities, cannot

€

* The present Inspector is the Reverend Jacob van Vieck. X
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be admitted, and it is requested, where this
is known, that no application may be made in
their behalf. In like manner it is unavoidably
necessary to reserve the liberty to return to
their parents or guardians such scholars as
shall be so unhappy as to come into and perse-
vere in evil courses and seduce others into sin-

ful things. But in such cases, previous notice

will be given.”

¢ 7. Instruction will be given in this school,
in Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, the English,
German, Latin, French and Greek languages,
History, Geography, Mathematics, Music and
Drawing.” o

« g, If it is desired that any scholar, besides
the public lessons, shall have private instruction
in any particular language or science, a s¢pa-

rate consideration will be paid for the same,

which in every such case will be settled before-
hand with the parents or guardians.”

9. A particular attention will be naid, that
the scholars are constantly under inspection,
not only in school hours but also at all other
times.”

“10. A like regard will also be paid as
well to their morals as to their health, by prop-
er exercises, cleanliness and gentleness of de-
portment, &c.

“11. It is earnestly wished that the visits of
the scholars to their parents, relations and
friends, especially if they live at a considerable
distance, may occur as seldom as possible, be-
cause they frequently dissipate the mind of
youth and cause more damage than pleasure.”

- 12, Every
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fear of God, nor true faith in God, neither can
haye. Also that this innate disease and origi.
nal sin, is truly sin; and condemns under God’s

eternal wrath, all those who are not born again

through water and the Holy Ghost.”
ARTICLE IIL

“ Likewise we teach, that God the Son
became man, born of the pure Virgin Mary:
and that the two natures, divine and human
in one person, as being inseparably united,
are one Christ, who is true God and true man,
who was truly born, suffered, was crucified,
dead and buried, to the end that he might be
a sacrifice not only for original sin, but also

for all other sin, and appease the wrath of

God-” X

“ Also, that the same Christ descended into
hell, and on the third day truly rose from the
dead ; ascended into Heaven, and there sitteth
at the right hand of God, that he may reign
forever over all creatures, and govern them;
that he, through the Holy Ghost, may sancti-
fy, purify, strengthen, and comfort all who
believe on him; may give them life, and im-
part to them manifold gifts and good things,
and protect and defend them against the devil
and sin.” |

¢ Also, that the same Lord Christ will at
last/come openly, to judge the quick and the
dead, according to the dpostles’ Creed.

ARTICLE IV.
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ARTICLE 1V.

“ We likewise teach, that we cannot attain
to the forgiveness of sins and righteousness
before God, through our own merit, work, or
satisfaction ; but that we obtain pardon of sins
and are made righteous before God by grace,
for Christ’s sake, through faith, even by be-
lieving that Christ hath suffered for us; and
that for his sake sin is forgiven us, and right-
cousness and eternal life bestowed upon us.
For it is this faith, which God will account
and impute for righteousness before him, as
St. Paul saith to the Romans in the third and
fourth chapters.”

ARTICLE V.

“ For the obtaining such faith, God hath
instituted the office of preaching, and hath
given the Gospel and the sacraments, whereby,
as through means, he gives the holy Spirit,
which holy Spirit works faith in those who
hear the Gospel, where and when it pleaseth
him. What is taught by the Gospel, is, that
we, through the merit of Christ, not through
our own merit, have a propitious God, if so
be that we believe it.”

ARTICLE VI.

“ We also teach, that such falth shall bring
forth good fruits and good works; and that a
man must do all those good works, which

God
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ARTICLE XII.

‘“ Concerning repentance it is taught, that
those, who have sinned after baptism, may

obtain remission of sins, and absolution shall

not be refused them by the church any time,

when they do so repent.  Now true and genuine
repentance is properly sorrow and grief, orto

be in terror on account of sin, and yet at the
same time, to believe in the Gospel and m
absolution, that sin is forgiven and grace pur-
chased through Jesus Christ, which faith deth
again comfort and pacify the heart,”

“ Afterwards shall also amendment follow,
and that a man leave off from sins; for this
should be the fruit of repentance, as John
says, Matth. ill. Bring forth fruits meet for

repentance.”
ARTICLE XIII.

‘ Concerning the use of the sacraments we
teach, that the sacraments were instituted, not
only to be marks and testimonies, whereby
Christians may be outwardly known, but that
they are marks and testimonies of the divine will
towards us, to the awakening and strengthen-
ing our faith thereby, Wherefore they also re-
quire faith ; and are then rightly used, when
they are received in faith and our faith is
strengthened thereby.”

ARTICLE XIV.

BETHLEHEM, &c. 143

¢« Concerning Church government is taught,
that without a regular call, no one shall puba
licly preach or teach in the church, nor ad-
minister the sacraments.” '

E -
e

ARTICLE XV.

“ Concerning Church regulations made by
men, we teach, that those should be kept,
which can be kept without sin; and which
serve unto peace and good order in the Church;
as certain holidays, festivals, and the like;
but the people are ta be info.med at the same
time, that the conscience must not be burthen-
ed therewith, as if such things were necessary
to salvation. TFor touching this it is taught,
that all ordinances and traditions made by men,
in order to reconcile God and merit grace
thereby, are contrary to the Gospel and to the
doctrine of faith in Christ. Wherefore cloister-

“vows (vows of celibacy,) and other traditions
- of the difference of meats, days, &c. by which

men think to merit grace and to make satis-
faction for sin, are not valid, and contrary to
the Gospel.”

ARTICLE XVI.

¢ Concerning the state and secular govern-
ment we teach, that all magistracy in the
world, and settled government, and laws, and

good order, were created and instituted by
God
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- God: and that all Christians may without sin
bear the office of rulers, princes and judges,
agreeably to imperial and other statutes in use,
may decide cases and pronounce judgment,
may punish evil-doers with the sword, carry
on just wars and fight, may buy and sell, take
an imposed oath, have possessions, live in
wedlock, &c.”

“ For the Gospel doth not inculcate an out-
ward or temporal, but an inward and everlast
ing state and righteousness of the heart, and
doth not overturn secular rule and govern-
ment, nor marriage: but requires, that we
observe all these as the real ordinances of God;
and in such states, that every one according to
his vocation, show forth Christian charity and
genuine good works.”

¢ Therefore it is the duty of Christians to
be subject to the magistracy, and obedient to
its commands in every thing that can be done
without sin.” .

“ For if indeed the command of the magis-
trates cannot be done without sin, one must
obey God rather than men.  Acts v.”

ARTICLE XVII.

“ We also teach, that our Lord Jesus Christ
will at the last day come to judgment, and
will raise all the dead. To the elect and be-
lievers, he will give eternal life and everlasting
jov. But wicked men and devils, he will con-
demn to hell and everlasting punishment.”

ARTICLE XVIIT.

|
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ARTICLE XVIII.

“ Concerning free will it is taught, that
man hath in some measure, a free will, to live
honest outwardly, and to chuse between those
things, which reason comprehends. But with.
out grace, help, and operation of the holy
Spirit, a man is not able to be pleasing to
God, from the heart to fear God, to love or to
believe in him, or to cast away out of the
heart the innate evil lust. But such thin
are effected through the holy spirit, which is
given through God’s word. For Paul says,
1 Cor. ii. The natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God.” :

‘“ And that it may be known that herein we
teach nothing new, these are the clear words
of St. Austin concerning free-will, as are here
written out of Hypognostics, Book iii. * We
* acknowledge, that there is in 'all men a
“ free-will; for they all have a natural im-
¢ planted understanding and reason: not that
¢ they are able to transact any thing with
“ God, as from the heart to love God, and
“ to fear him; but only in the external works
“ of this life they have liberty to chuse good
“or bad; the good I mean which nature is
“ able to doj; as to work in the ficld, or not;
“to eat, to drink, to go ‘to a friend or not;
“to put on or put off a garment, to build,
“ to take a wife, to follow atrade; and to do
“such like things which are profitable and
“good : all which, however is not, neither

N “ subsists
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* subsists without God; but all is from him
‘“and through him. On the other hand also,
* man by his own choice can undertake some-
“ thing bad, as to kneel before an idol, to
¢ commit murder, &c.”

ARTICLE XIX. _

‘¢ Concerning the cause of sins, it is taught
among us, that although God Almighty crea-
ted and upholds all nature, yet the perverse
will doth work sin in all who are wicked and
despisers of God: such as the will of the devil
and of all the ungodly is, who, as soon as God
withdrew his hand, turned himself from God
unto evil, as Christ speaks, John. viii. The
devil when he speaketh a lic speaketh of his awn.”

ARTICLE XX.
Gf Faith and Good Works.

Forasmuch as the doctrine of faith, which
is the chief point in Christianity, had for a
long time, as it must be acknowledged, not been
insisted upon, but merely the doctrine of works,
our people. have given the following explana-
tion concerning it:

¢ First, that our works are not able to re-
concile us to God, and purchase grace, but that
this is only effected through faith, when one
believes that our sins are forgiven us for Christ’s
sake ; who alone is the Mediator to reconcile
us to the Father, Now whoever supposes,

that
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that he can by works accomplish this and merit
grace, he despises Christ, and secks a way of
his own to God contrary to the Gospel.”

¢ This doctrine of faith is openly and clearly
treated of by Paul in divers places, particularly
in Eph. il. By grace are ye saved through faith,
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God;
nat of works, lest awy man should boast, &c.”

“ And that herein no new sense is introdu-
ced, may be demonstrated out of St. Austiny
who treats of this point with accuracy, and
also thus teacheth: That we through faith in
Christ obtain Grace, and are justiiied before
God, and not through works, as his book de
spiritu & litera shows throughout.”

«“ Now although this doctrine is much de-
spised by inexperienced people, yet it is found,
that to tender and alarmed consciences it is
very comfortable and wholesome : for the
conscience cannot come to rest and peace
through works, but only through faith, by
which it is enabled firmly to conclude within
itself, that for Christ’s sake it hath a gracious
God, as Paul says, Rom. v. Being justified by
faith we have peace with God.”

¢ Instruction is also given, that we do not
here speak of such faith, which the devils and
wicked men have, who believe the history, that
Christ hath suffered and is risen from the
dead. But we speak of true faith, which be-
lieves, that we through Christ’do obtain grace
and the forgiveness of sins. And whoever
knows, that through Christ he hath a graciouls

God,
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God, doth consequently know God, call upon
him, and is not without God like the Heathen,
For the devil and the wicked do not believe
this article, (the forgiveness of sin) and there-
fore they are at enmity with God, cannot
call upen him, hope for no good from him.
Wherefore, as we have now shown, the Scrip-
ture speaketh of faith, and calls not by that
name such a knowledge as devils and wicked
men have. For concerning faith, it is thus
taught, FHeb. xi. that faith is not only to know
the histories but to have a confidence towards
God of receiving his promise : and St. Austin
puts us in mind that we are to understand that
word (faith ) inthe Scripture, to mean so much
as confidence towards God, and that he is gra-
cious unto us, and not merely such knowledge
of histories as the devils also have.”

“ Further it is taught, that good works
shall and must be done; not that any one
should trust in them to merit grace thereby,
but for God’s sake, and to the praise of God ;
vet faith doth always alone lay hold of grace
and forgiveness of sin. And since through
faith the holy Spirit is given, thus =also the
heart is made fit to do good works. For be-
fore that, as long as it is without the holy
Spirit, it is too weak ; and besides it is in the
power of the devil, who impels the poor human
nature to many sins; as we see in the philo-
sophers, who undertook to live honestly and
unblameably, yet have not accomplished it,
but have fallen iuto many great and open sins.
Thus it goes with that man, who is without the

true
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true faith, and without the holy Spirit, and
governs himself by his own human powers
alone.” - i

«“ Wherefore the doctrine of faith is not to
be reproached, as if it forbade good works ;
but rather to be commended, for that it teaches
to do good works, and offers help, whereby
one may attain to good works. For without
faith and without Christ human nature and
ability is far too weak to do good works, as
to call upon God, to show patience in suffer-
ings, to love one’s neighbour, diligentil); to
discharge offices entrusted to us, to be obedi-
ent, to avoid evil lusts. Such noble and truly
good works cannot be done without the help
of Christ as he himself sPeaks, John xv. with-
out me ye can do nothing.”

ARTICLE XXI.

¢ Concerning the worship of Saints, our
people teach thus: that we ought to remems-
ber the saints, in order to strengthen our faith,
when we see how grace was shown unto them,
and how they were helped through faith; that
so we may take example from their good
works, each according to his calling; for in-
stance, as his imperial majesty may blessedly
and piously follow the example of David, and
carry on war against the Turks; for both are
in a royal office, which requires, that they pro-
tect and succour their subjects. But it cannot
be proved by Scripture that a man shall call
upon the Saints or seek help from them; for
there is but one only reconciler and mediator
N2 appointed
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appointed between God and men, Fesus Christ,
1 Tim. ii. who is the only Saviour, the only
High Priest, Mercy Seat, and intercessor with
God, Rom. viii. And he alone hath promised,
that he will hear our prayers. This is also the
highest divine worship, accordingto the Script-
ure, that a man from the heart seek to and call
upon this same Jesus Christ, in all need and
concerns. 1 John ii. Jf any man sin, we have
an advecate with the Father ‘fesus Christ the
righteous.”

¢ This 1s nearly the sum of the doctrine
which hath been preached and taught in our
churches for right Christian instruction and
comfort of the consciences, and also for the
reformation and furtherance of the faithful;
for we would not willingly bring our own soul
and conscience into the highest and greatest
danger by an abuse of the divine name and
word, or transmit down to our children and
posterity any other doctrine, than what is
agreeable to the pure word of God and Christ-
ian truth.”

Should candid enquirers wish to obtain fur-
ther information with respect to the doctrines
taught by the United Brethren, they will find
their desire gratified, by reading Crantz’s His-
tory of the Unitas Fratrum, which appeared
in English in the year 1730,

August Gottlieb Spangenberg composed
* An exposition of Christian Doctrine, as
taught in the Protestant Church of the United

Brethren,”

ISR a T Y
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Brethren,” which has been printed in London,
and is now sold in the United States.

The first edition of that work was printed
at Barby in Saxony. It has been translated
and published in the Danish, Swedish, Dutch
and French languages. '

Whatever “errors or improprieties might
have taken place at the renovation of this So-
ciety, previous to the patronage of Count
Zinzendorf or since, they appear sedulous to
seek for the truth, and to promote faith and
obedience.

He was a nobleman of elevated station, and
of an excellent education. His temper appears
to be generous and enlarged ; frank and unre-
served in his manners—he became acquainted
with the most pious and learned men among the
various denominations of Christians.

He commonly preached extempore in the
strictest sense, from whence many of his works
appeared as taken down by those to whom
he spoke. Convinced of the danger that might
arise from such publications not being cor-
rect, lie examined and answered the answers
of his antagonists. His design was to have
reviewed his printed works, and to have put
his name to such only as he had revised and
corrected himself.—Death put aperiod to this
labour on his part before he had completed
his wishes.

But the Brethren disavow their receiving
the writings of any man as their standard of
doctrine. The bible they receive alone as the
truth, and agree with the Augustan or Augs-
burg confession, as being conformable with it.

Plain

T
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Plain and scriptural truths in their clearest
forms are presented to their children, and
catechumens fortheir instruction and edification.

The following extract from a small work, or
species of catechism, aflfords an idea of their
mode of conveying knowledge. It is entitled,
“ A summary of the Doctrine of Jesus Christ,
to be used for the instruction of youth in the
congregations of the United Brethren.

It is the same with the book shewn to me b
the Inspector of the Female School in Beth-
lehem.

I have chosen. that part which relates to the
commandments of God, and enforces the social
duties.

Of the CommanpmenTs of Gobp.

“ All the commandments are comprised in
these two : :

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mmd, and thy neighbour as thyself.
On these two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets. Matth. 22, 37, 39, 40,
Mark 12. 30, 31.

The end of the commandment is charity
(lov e), out of a pure heart, and of a gnml
conscience, and of faith unfeigned. 1 Tim.
i. 5. see Deut. 6. 5. Lev. 19. 18.

.A) Of love to God and our Lord Jesus Christ.
1. We
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1. We ought to love God, because he first
loved us.

We love him ; because he first loved us.
1 John 4. 19.

e

Christ loved the church, and gave himself
for it. Eph. 5. 25.

The love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost. Rom. 5. 5.

If any man love not the Lord ]equ;Chnst
let him be anathema (under the curse.)
1 Cor. 16. 22.

2. The love of God 1s not in them that love
the world.

I.ove not the world, neither the things
that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him.
1 John 2. 15,

The carnal mind is enmity agamst God.
Rom. 8. 7. see James 4. 4.

3. The love of God springs from faith, and
is united in the closest manner with faith.

Hold fast the form (the short abridgment)
of sound words, which thou hast heard of me
in faith and love in Christ Jesus. 2 Tim. 1.13.

4. The love of God is attended with a con-
stant joy in the Lord.
Whom
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Whom having not seen ye love; in whom,
though now ye see him not, yet believing
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
- glory. 1 Peter 1. 8. see John 15. 11.

R-ejoice in the Lord alway: and again I
say, Rejoice. Phil. 4, 4. chap. 3. 1.

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul
shall be joyful in my God. Isa. 61. 10.

5. Love to God evidences itself,

@) In our having no other gods before him,
and not taking his name in vain. Sce Exodus
20. 3, 7.

Little children, keep vourselves from idols.
John 5. 21.

b) In our walking in the fear of the Lord,
being obedient to him, and carefully avoiding
every thing that is displeasing to him.

The churches were edified and walked in
the fear of the Lord. Acts 9. 31.

Perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
2Cor. 7. 1.

If ye call on the Father, who without
respect of persons judgeth according to every
man’s work, pass the time of your sojourn-
ing here in fear: forasmuch as ye know,
that ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and gold, from your vain
conversation received by tradition from your

fathers ;
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fathers; but with the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish, and
without spot. 1 Peter 1. 17, 18, 19. see
1 Peter 4. 1, 2.

This is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments : and his commandments are
not grievous. 1 John 5. 3.

If 2 man love me, he will keep my words:
and my Father will love him, and we will
come unto him, and make our abode with
him- Iﬂhn 14'0 23,

If ye keep my commandments, ye shall
abide in my love: even as I have kept my
Father’s commandments, and abide in his
love. John 15. 10. see 1 John 2. 15, 16.

My meat is to do the will of him, that sent
me, and to finish his work. John 4. 34.

We ought to obey God rather than men.
Acts’s. 29. :

He that loveth father or mother more
than me, is not worthy of me: and he that
loveth son or daughter more than me, is
not worthy of me. Matthew 10. 37. see
Luke 14. 26.

c¢) In our being thankful unto him, because

we receive so many benefits from his hands.

In every thing give thanks: for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.
1 Thess. 5. 18.

Give
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Give thanks always for all things unto
God and the Father, in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Eph. 5. 20.

Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God and the Father by him. Col. 3. 17.

d) In putting our trust in him alone, and
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Ask, and it shall be given you: seek, and
ye shall find: knock, and it shall be opened -
unto you. Matth, 7, 7.

Continue instant in prayer. Rom. 12. 12.
see Luke 18. 1—8. chap. 11, 5—13.

Pray always with all prayer and supplica-
tion in the Spirit, and watch thereunto with

expecting all good from him. And therefore all perseverance and supplication for all saints.
we ought to beware of the cares of this life and Eph. 6. 18.
of covetousness.

He that spared not his own Son, but de-
livered him up for us all, how shall he not
with him also freely give us all things !
Rom. 8. 32.

Cast all your care upon him, for he careth
for you, 1 Peter 5. 7. see Jer. 17. 5, 7.
Ps. 37. 4, 5. Matth. 6. 25, 33, 34

Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time
your hearts be overcharged with the cares of
this life. Luke 21. 34. sce Matth. 13. 22.

Take heed, and beware of covetousness:
for a man’s life consisteth not in the abun-
dance of the things which he possesseth.
Luke 12. 15.

Eet your conversation be without covet-
ousness ; and be content with such things as
ye have : for he hath said, T will never leave
thee nor forsake thee. Hebr. 13. 5.

Mortify

Pray without ceasing. 1 Thess. 5. 17.

If our heart condemn us not, then we
have confidence towards God. And what-
soever we ask, we receive of him. 1 John 3.
21, 22. see 1 John 5. 14, 15.

Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that
will I do, that the Father may be glorified
in the Son. John 14. 13. see John 15. 7.
chapter 16. 23, 24.

If two of you shall agree on earth, as
touching any thing that they shall ask, it
shall be done for them of my Father which
is in heaven. Matth. 18. 19.

The Lord’s prayer, which he taught his
disciples. Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And for-
give us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver

us
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Ask, and it shall be given you: seck, and

ye shall find: knock, and it shall be opened -

unto you. Matth, 7, 7.

Continue instant in prayer. Rom. 12. 12.
see Luke 18. 1—8. chap. 11, 5—13.

Pray always with all prayer and supplica-
tion in the Spirit, and watch thereunto with
all perseverance and supplication for all saints.
Eph. 6. 18.

Pray without ceasing. 1 Thess. 5. 17.

If our heart condemmn us not, then we
have confidence towards God. And what-
soever we ask, we receive of him. 1 John 8.
21, 22. see 1 John 5. 14, 15.

Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that
will I do, that the Father may be glorified
in the Son. John 14. 13. see John 15. 7.
chapter 16. 23, 24.

If two of you shall agree on earth, as
touching any thing that they shall ask, it
shall be done for them of my Father which
is in heaven. Matth. 18. 19.

The Lord’s prayer, which he taught his
disciples. Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And for-

ive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us
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us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
Matth. 6. 9—13. Luke 11. 2—4.

g) In being willing to suffer for the name
of Jesus, and confessing him before men. Sce
Phi]l 10 29. =

Blessed are ye when men shall revile you,
and persecute you, and shall say all manner
of evil against you falsely for my sake. Re-
joice, and be exceeding glad: for great is
vour reward in heaven. Matth. 5. 11—12.
Luke 6. 22, 23.

Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of
Christ’s sufferings ; that when his glory shall
be revealed, ye may be glad also with ex-
ceeding joy. 1 Peter 4. 13. see verse 14.
see Rom. 8.17. 2 Tim. 2. 11, 12. 1 Peter 2.
19, 20, 21. Hebr. 12. 1, 2. Acts’'5, 41.

Whosoever shall confess me before men,
him will I confess also before my IFather
which is in heaven. But whosoever shall
deny me before men, him will I dlso deny
before my Father which is in heaven. Matth.
10. 32, 33. see Mark 8. 38.

B) Of Love to our Neighbour,

1. We ought to love our neighbour as our
selves. ;

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
Matth. 22. 39.

All
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All things whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do ye even so to them.
Matth. 7. 12.

All the law is fulfilled in one word, even

in this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself. Gal. 5. 14.

2. Love to our neighbour comprehends
in it,

a) The brotherly love which children of God
owe to one another.

Add to godliness, brotherly kindness.
2 Peter 1. 7. : .

A new commandment I give unto you,
that ve love one another; as I have loved
you, that ye also love one another. By this
shall all men know that ye are my disciples,
if ye have. love one to another. John 13. 34,
35. chapter 15. 12, 17. see Eph. 4. 3.
Hebr, 13. 1. 1 John 3. 16, Rom. 12. 10.
1 Thess. 4. 9, 10.

) The universal love, which we owe unto
all men, even our enemiés.

Add to brotherly kindness, charity (uni-
versal love.) 2 Peter 1. 7.

The Lord make you to increase and abound
in love one towards another, and towards all
men. 1 Thess. 3. 12. chap. 5. 15.

The parable of the compassionate Samar-

itan. Liuke 10. 30—37.
Love
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Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray
for them which despitefully use you and per-
secute you. Matth, 5, 44. sece Rom. 12. 20,

Father forgive them, for they know not
what they do. Luke 23. 34. see Acts 7. 60.

3. Love to our neighbour evidences itself,
a) In our praying for all men.

I exhort therefore that first of all, supplica-
cations, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks be made for all men. 1 Tim. 2. 1.

4) In shining before our neighbour by a
godly conversation. -

Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven., Matth, 5. 16.

Having your conversation honest among
the Gentiles : that whereas they speak against
you as evil-doers, they may by your good
works, which they shall behold, glorify God.
1 Peter 2. 12. .

Give none offence, neither to the Jews nor
to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God.
1 COr'l 10! 32-

¢) In endeavouring to live in peace with all
men.

o2 If
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If it-be possible, as much as lieth in you, JF) In being meek and lowly, ready to for-
live peaceably with all men. Rom. 12. 18, give, when we are imjured, and in esteeming
see Hebr. 12. 14. others better than ourselves.

Blessed are the peacc-makers; for they
shall be called the children of God. Matth.

5. 9.

d) In willingly serving our neighbour, and
in assisting and doing him good.

Let us do good unto all men, especially
unto them who are of the household of faith.
(al. 6. 10.

As every man hath received the gift, even
so minister the same one to another, as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God.
1 Peter 4. 10.

Look not every man on his own things,
but every man also on the things of others.
Phil. 2. 4.

¢) In being merciful and willing to give to
him that needeth.

Be ye merciful, as your father also is
merciful. Luke 6. 36.

But whoso hath this world’s goods, and
seeth his brother have nced, and shutteth up
his bowels of compassion from him, how
dwelleth the love of God in him? 1 John

3- 17' Pra‘v. 19! 174 1 'rim- 6. 17 18, 19-
T F)ig

Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly
in heart. Matth. 11. 29. see Phil. 2..5.

Blessed are the meek. Matth. 5. 5.

In lowliness of mind, let each esteem
other better than themselves. Phil. 2. 3.

If ve forgive men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But
if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither
will your Father forgive your trespasses.
Matth. 6. 14, 15.

: Forgive one another, even as God for
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. Eph. 4. 32.
see Col. 3. 12, 13.

£) In not injuring or hurting our neighbour.

Love worketh no ill to his neighbour.
Rom. 13. 10.

Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not com-
mit adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou
shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh-
bour. Thou shalt not covet. Exod. 20. 13—
17. see Rom. 13. 8, 9.

Let him that stole, steal no more: but
rather let him labour, working with his
hands the thing which is good, that he may
have to give to him that needeth. Eph. 4. 28.

Speak
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Speak not evil of one another. James 4. 11.

Lie not one to another. Col. 3. 9. see
Eph. 4. 25. see Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21.

Of MacisTraTEs and SUBJECTS.

Render unto Cesar, the things which are
Cesar’s. Matth. 22. 21.

Let every soul be subject unto the higher
powers. For there is no power but of God:
the powers that be, are ordained of God.
Whosoever thercfore resisteth the power,
resisteth the ordinance of God : and they that
resist shall receive to themselves damnation.
Rom. 13. 1, 2, 3—7. sce 1 Peter 2. 13, 14,
17. Tit. 3. 1. 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2, 3.

Of MARRIED ProrLe.

Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed
- undefiled. Heb, 13. 4.

Husbands love your wives, even as Christ
also loved the church, and gave himself for
it. Eph. 5. 25.

Wives submit yourselves unto your own
husbands, as unto the Lord. For the hus-
band is the head of the wife, even as Christ
is the head of the church: and he is the Sa-
viour of the body. Therefore, as the church
is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to
their own husbands in every thing. Eph. 5.
22, 23, 24. see 1 Peter 3.1, 2,7. Col 3.
18, 19. Of
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Of Parests and CHILDRELN.

Ye fathers provoke not your children to
wrath ; but bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord. Eph.6,4. Tol.3.21.

Children, obey your parents in the Lord :
for this is right. " Honour thy father and
mother (which is the first commandment
with promise,) that it may be well with
thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.
Eph. 6. 1, 2, 3. see Col. 3. 20.

Jesus was subject unto his parents. Luké
2. 51'

- Of MasTers and SERVANTS. -

Masters, give unto your servants that
which is just and equal, knowing that ye
also have a master in heaven. Col. 4. 1.

Servants, obey in all things your masters
according to the flesh ; not with eye-service,
as men-pleasers, but in singleness of heart,
fearing God. Col. 3. 22, 23, 24. see 1 Peter
2,18. 1 'Ilim— Gide=ta

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatso-
ever things are just, whatsoever things are
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatso-

ever
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ever things are of good report; if there be
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think
on these things; and the God of peace
shall be with you. Phil. 4. 8, 9. see Gal. 5.
22, 23.

The very God of peace sanctify you whol-
ly: and God grant, your whole spirit, and
soul, and body, be preserved blameless unto
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Thess. 5. 23.”

An other work, or manual of instruction is
printed yearly and circulated among all their
congregations. It bears the title of * Daily
Words and Doctrinal Texts of the Brethren’s
congregation.

In it are two texts taken from the Old and
New Testament, and selected for every day,
in the year. These are delivered out by the
minister the evening preceding the day, to
which they are assigned. Sometimes he makes
a short comment upon them. They appear to
be designed as the peculiar subjects of medita-
tion or public discussion among all the mem-
bers of the society, throughout their settle-
ments, that unity in gaining knowledge, and
reflecting upon divine themes, may pervade
the whole, extend the desire after truth and
strengthen the cords of affection among those
who remain and obey the same words of cter-

nal life.
These
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These annual publications vary in the selec-
tion of the texts and the short comments, re-
sponses @r ejaculations which follow them.

Certain times, called Memorial days for the
choirs are observed.

These are,

All the Choirs 25th March.
Little Boys : 24th June.
Little Girls 17th August.
Boys ' 9th July.
G:lrls 4th June.
Single Brethren 29th August.
Single Sisters 4th. May.
Married Choir 7th Septr.
Widowers 31st August.
Widows 30th April.

_ Certain other Memorial days are observed
in commemoration of distinguished events in
their history, and discourses delivered accord-
ingly upon them.

The whole system is well calculated to make
mankind wiser and better ; to ameliorate the
condition of the untutored, and correct the

devious: it softens the rugged temper, and ex-

pands the benevolent heart.

FINIS.
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